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A Widespread Phenomenon in Social Networks of Using Pseudonyms.
The Motives and Effects of the Phenomenon on University and Institute Students
in Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Abstract

This descriptive study is about the use of pseudonyms, which is a widespread phenomenon in social
networks. The aim of this study is to reveal the motives and effects of the phenomenon on university
and institute students in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. The researcher relied on Google forms to collect
data, the form was available for 48 hours to be filled out by a random sample of students, from public
to private universities and institutes in the region. During this period, 699 respondents answered
the questions. After collecting and analyzing the data, the researcher reached several results, which
are: Facebook; an effective platform which students express themselves as they wish. The result also
confirms that the respondents’ resort to using pseudonyms is an embodiment of Hoffman’s hypothesis
that individuals want to express their activities and present themselves behind the scenes According
to the results, (13.30%) of the total sample uses a pseudonym on Facebook, while most of them only
have a pseudonym, but their profile pictures and information are real. As for the purpose of their
use of this type of names, the results show that the respondents’ names do not reflect their political
inclinations, while (5.37%) of the names carry religious connotations. With regard to the motives
for using the pseudonym, the results show that the motives are diverse, as (35,48%) of them believe
that there is no need to reveal their real names. In addition, despite the widespread misuse of social
networks, a very small percentage of them rely on pseudonyms for negative purposes such as ridiculing
or discrediting celebrities by putting their names on their Facebook accounts. The results also show the
most prominent positive effects of the phenomenon on the respondents, where the nickname replaced
their real name by (37.63%) of the total sample, while (34.40%) of them lost their real friends because

of their use of these names.

Keywords: motives - effects - pseudonyms - Facebook - students
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