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Abstract

There have been so many civilizations that have come into existence on Earth during the course of human
history and all along the road, man has had to grapple with disasters that frequently attended the progress
of these societies. One of such natural calamities which has been a headache for mankind is an earthquake.
Earthquakes are a natural phenomenon resulting from the earth’s structure, particularly its crust. The crust
of the earth is made up of several tectonic plates which are constantly in motion and always shifting and
colliding against each other. These movements within the earth’s crust can cause fractures called fault lines
serving as epicenters of earthquakes.

Kurdistan region has experienced quite a number of seismic activities throughout history. Many devastating
earthquakes took place within this period especially between 800920- AH (13971514- AD), leading to
massive human fatalities and material damage across Kurdistan.

Among the significant ones was one in about 830 AH (1426 CE) that affected Kurdistan region. This quake
is reported to have caused substantial losses in form of destroyed property, loss of life in various towns and
cities around. The immediate results aside, the earthquake also had long-term effects.

Keywords: earthquake, Kurdish regions. Erzincan
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