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Possibilities of developing dark tourism in Halabja

(Martyrs monument for example)

Abstract.

Dark tourism has developed as a new type of tourism in the last three decades, and has received great
attention around the world. This type of tourism includes trips to areas that have witnessed tragic
events, such as ethnic cleansing, genocide, natural and human disasters. The chemical attack on the
city of Halabja on March 16, 1988 by the Baathist regime at the time is considered one of the most
prominent tragic genocides since World War 11, as it resulted in the death of 5,000 people, the injury
of 10,000 people, and the disappearance of many people. The Halabja Martyrs Memorial expresses the
narrative of this tragedy that befell the residents of the region. The research hypothesis is based on the
presence or absence of dark tourism activities in the study area. Due to the needs of the research content,
descriptive and analytical methods were used. More than 39 local and foreign sources, government
documents, and many maps, tables, figures, and pictures were used to achieve the results. Expected
from the study, and finally, using the data and information obtained from the Martyrs’ Monument, the
study showed that the number of tourists visiting the Halabja Martyrs Memorial reaches an average of

100 thousand tourists annually, with a growth rate of 13.62% annually.

Keywords: Dark tourism, Halabja, chemical attack, weapons of mass destruction, martyrs
monument, ethnic cleansing.
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