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Abstract
Election System in KRI in Light of the Iraqi Federal Court Decision

This study discusses the electoral system in the Kurdistan Region, especially in terms of the Region’s
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orientation to one or more electoral divisions/wards. The two main political parties are divided over the
issue; one of them supports a one-division system, which was followed for five consecutive general elections,
and the other party supports multi-division system with the aim of changing the power balance in Kurdistan.
The dispute between the two parties on this issue has led to the extension of the parliament’s term in the past
as well as its dissolution. The multi-division is now the rule of the game due to the decision of the Federal
Supreme Court of Iraq.

This study examines the extent to which the division of the Kurdistan Region based on the number of cities
into four constituencies will affect the change of the political map and to what extent it will lead to the
emergence of new political parties and electoral lists.

In this study, descriptive and analytical methods have been used to describe the impact of the one-division/
ward system in the past, and an analysis of the electoral law and the decision of the Federal Supreme Court
on the elections of the sixth term of the parliament. It concludes that the election for the Iraqi Parliament
in 2021 presents a successful experience and it will be useful and suitable for the Kurdistan Region. This is
because Iraq and the Kurdistan Region have the same situation, except for the following: the multi-division
system helps independents and smaller parties gain access to the parliament because voters have the right to
vote in a particular constituency within their provincial boundaries.

Keywords: Parliament, Multi-Circle, Electoral System, Federal Court, Kurdistan Region.
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