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Causes of the phenomenon of revenge among the Arabs before Islam
Yousif Sabr Mawlood ~ Shahlla Burhan Abdulla
yousif.s.mawlood@su.edu.krd Shahla.abdulla@edu.su.krd

Department Of history, College of Arts, Salahaddin University, Erbil, Iraq-kurdistan

Abstract:

Revenge was a fundamental part of Arab tribal life before Islam, representing a means of protecting the
honor and dignity of the tribe. When a member of the tribe was killed or insulted, it became the tribe’s duty
to seek revenge and restore its honor, as this was closely tied to the tribe’s status and reputation. Revenge,
therefore, served as a social tool to maintain the tribe’s position and prestige.

Since pre-Islamic Arabs did not have a codified legal system to govern their lives, they often relied on
customary laws, traditions, and norms. As a result, personal and tribal revenge became a necessary means to
protect the tribe from humiliation and disgrace.

The research, titled “The Causes of the Phenomenon of Revenge Among Arabs Before Islam,” is based on
several primary sources and references. The study consists of an introduction, a conclusion, and various
sections that explore the phenomenon of revenge as mentioned in the Quran, the Prophetic traditions,
and linguistic works. Additionally, it discusses the social, economic, political, and religious reasons for the
prevalence of this practice, while addressing other relevant aspects to further clarify its underlying causes.
Life in Arab society before Islam was based on loyalty and allegiance to the tribe. Revenge (thar) was a means
of strengthening tribal solidarity among its members. An attack on one member of the tribe was considered
an attack on all of its members. Therefore, it was an obligation for all to seek revenge. They viewed revenge
as one of the natural systems practiced in their society. However, changes occurred after the arrival of the
religion of Muhammad, peace be upon him.

Key word: (Revenge, tribe, customs and traditions, honor).
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