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Assist. Prof. Dr. Sazan Dhahir Saeed
Kurdish Department, College of Language
University of Sulaimani- Kurdistan Region - Iraq
E-mail: sazan.mohammad@univsul.edu.iq
“Functional Head Project in Kurdish Language”

Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the construction of functional head projects in the Kurdish-Sulaimani
sub dialect. The study focuses on identifying the lexical items that serve as functional heads responsible for
defining how these projects are constructed. The significance of this research lies in the exploration of the
specific lexical categories that function as functional heads, which play a crucial role in shaping the project’s
structure and method of construction. The research delves into the creation of functional head projects
based on the principles of government and subcategorization theories. It places emphasis on the role of
project head constructors, which control both the structure and function of the project, ensuring its proper
execution. This suggests that the existence of such syntactic projects indicates the presence of various types
of phrases sponsored by different head constructors, which are associated with lexical projects and their
unique characteristics. The study’s findings indicate that various types of identifier functional phrases are

produced within a specific range, each having its own distinct structure and parameters.

Key Words: Determiner, Functional Head, Government, Subcategorization, Syntactic Category.
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(Political Rebellion in Rafiq Sabir’s Poetry)
Abstract
This research, titled (Political Rebellion in Rafiq Sabir’s Poetry), is an attempt to present and reflect the
thought of rebellion in the poet’s poetic texts, which clearly showed the poet’s spirit of rebellion at that time,
and also showed the poet’s acquired positions on the major events and tragedies that befell the Kurdish
nation, especially The tragedy of Halabja, which made the poet choose the field of revolution and rebellion
and make his sacrifice his ultimate and final goal. The political situation in southern Kurdistan between V4V -
and Y44 witnessed many political fluctuations, and there is no doubt that these events and developments
will have their effects on the poet who is connected to his land and his people, as in the poet (Rafiq Sabir).
This study also attempts to show the quality and quantity of the poet’s rebellious positions towards political
authority of the Baath regime during those years, and the poet looks with courage and boldness at the events
and tragedies that befell the Kurdish nation, as at every stage he had his own opinion and position, and
this is not only reflected in his poems, but it is also reflected in his personal life, and thus it has become a
characteristic of the poet.
The research consists of two main parts, the first part is entitled (Rebellion, its types, and the situation in
southern Kurdistan), which includes two sections, the first section is entitled (A - The concept of rebellion
B - Types of rebellion) and the second section is entitled (The political situation in the Kurdistan region
between the years Y441-14V+). As for the second part, entitled (Rebellion in the Poetry of Rafiq Sabir), it
consists of two sections. The first section is entitled (Rafiq Saber and his life experience) and the second
section is entitled (Political Rebellion in the Poetry of Rafiq Sabir 1441-14V+). After that, we presented the
results and abstract of the research in Arabic and English languages, and we also sorted Names of the sources
that we benefited from to complete this research.
Key words
Rebellion, Rafiq Sabir, revolution, confrontation.
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Geographical distribution of governmental ponds and its
investment for agricultural development in Sulaimani province

Summary

This study was conducted in the year of 2023 to emphasis the governmental ponds and their water
storage capacities and geographical distribution in Sulaimani province, in order to familiarize with
the water investment capacity of government dams such as currently constructed ponds, which are
(Gurgay Fatah, Kani Sard, Takya Jabari, Zhalay Mamlaha, Cham Qala, Sotka, Aliawa, Daragurgan)
Qamartly with the capacity storage of 1.285,000 m3 of water.
results of this study showed that these ponds can irrigate 734 donum of summer crops, 5140 donum
of winter crops under two supplementary irrigation, and 10280 donum under one supplementary
irrigations with 50 mm per irrigation. Moreover, The water storage of the ponds mentioned can be used
for livestock production, providing the annual water requirement of 642,500 sheep’s, or 514,000 goats
or 160,625 cattle. The currently ponds can immigrate small area in comparison with the total area of
agricultural lands of slemani governorate 1,833,832 donums which needs 3,209,206,000billion m3 for
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summer growing crops.
Due to Limited number and small sizes of ponds we need more ponds with large size, in attempt
for providing water requirements for agricultural lands 1,833,832, donums, which is estimated to be
around 3,209,206,000 Billion m3, for summer crops. For achieving this goal the central Governorate
should be encouraged to establish, more large ponds and Dams.

In addition, results of the study explain that the construction of ponds is a very good attempt for
facing the drought or water shortage and should be increased currently and in the near future, ensuring
that it meets the water requirements of the region and efforts should be condensed for the construction

of larger ponds with more water storage capacity.
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The impact of tourism activities on the economy, little River in
Koya district for example

Abstract

In this study, we have tried to show the tourism activities on the little river in Koya district, analyze
the impact of tourism on the economy of the region, and show that the economic impact on the
study area, Creating many job opportunities for the residents of the area, which will be a good

income for the district.
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Koya is located among the three provinces of Erbil, Kirkuk and Sulaimani, which has led to a large
number of tourists from the Kurdistan Region, Kirkuk and other cities in central and southern
Iraq, to the tourist areas of Koya district They account for more than (80%) of the tourists from
the region.

Several tourism projects have been implemented by the government and the private sector in
the region, there are more than (942) resorts, and (25) tourist cabins, divided into (6) tourism
communities and several small projects, in the region More than (267,000) tourists visited the study
area in 2022. Tourism activities have directly created jobs for 250 people of both sexes The annual
tourism income in the study area is more than (5500,000,000) dinars.

The presence of a small river is one of the reasons for the emergence of tourism activities in the
study area, and the climate of the study area is suitable and helpful for tourism activities, tourists
feel comfortable, peace and security for tourists They are provided and tourists feel safe and secure.

Keywords: Tourism activities, Koya district, economy, little river.
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Abstract

The role of the United States in establishing and developing Iranian nuclear projects

The Subject of role of the United States in Iranian nuclear projects, one of most important subject,
Because After Second World War Iran tried to Achieve Atom Technology, The period between
(19571979-) can be considered as the beginning and construction of Iran’s nuclear projects, During
this period, the United States played a major role in the establishment of Iranian nuclear projects

, research ,the training of Iranian scientific and technical staff. But After the Islamic Revolution
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(1979), the U.S attitude towards Iran’s nuclear projects completely changed and suspended all

nuclear cooperation, support and contracts with Iran.
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Abstract

Materialistic interpretation of issues is considered one of the most important methods of scientific
research. This methodology was specifically laid down by Marx and Engels, and later given other
forms and characteristics by Marxists. The materialist understanding of history and other subjects
was a new knowledge of its time, which left a wide impact. Because of this importance, this study
attempts to highlight the importance of materialist methods for understanding and research in general,
so that historical research can be conducted methodologically, because one of the major problems
facing research is the lack of clarity in the use of a particular method. On this basis, the current study
attempts to answer a number of questions, such as whether the method of historical materialism can
be considered a science. Is it appropriate to interpret all societies by this methodology, regardless of
the differences and characteristics of cultures and civilizations? Are the developments and changes of
history purposeful and inevitable and occur beyond human will? Those questions, and a number of
others, may be the subject of heated discussion within the various arguments of the Marxist tradition.
Based on these questions, the research method relied heavily on comparison and critical analysis. This
study has reached several preliminary conclusions, one of which is that the method has been able to
discuss the reality of social life and nature beyond supernatural and mythical readings of research
subjects. The study has also revealed the mystery of evolution and changes in social and natural history
within a material reality, in that evolutions are often forced and coincide with the changes in material
life between human beings.

Keywords: (Materialism Dialectics, Historical Materialism, Marxism, Evolution, Society, Marx, Angles)
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Theater Directors> Views on the Use of Body Language and Voice of Actors in Modern Kurdish Theatre
Goran Mohammed Faqe Qadir-
Assist. Lec-Kindergarten Department-University of Halabja
Abstract

This research examines the importance of theater actors’ physical abilities (voice and body language)

from the perspective of Kurdish directors in the Kurdistan Region It is based on two questions whose
answers reflect the physical abilities and skills of local theatrical actors according to the needs of the times,
and reflect the director’s views on them and their influence on the director’s views. The study consists of
three parts; The first part deals with the methodological framework of the research, the second part with the
theoretical framework and the third and final part contains the research procedures. The researcher relied
on the research method (descriptive analysis) to analyze the research sample, resorted to direct survey of the
directors of the research sample, then the results of the research were analyzed and the research conclusions
were drawn. In light of these findings, the researcher presents his most important recommendations and

suggestions and then at the end of the section reveals the scientific sources of his research in a list.
Keywords: theatre directing, body language, actor’s voice.
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Determining the decorating skills of art education to students in the

subject of pottery

Abstract

The art of decoration is an intricate discipline within artistic sciences, exploring abstract philosophy,
proportions, relativity, structures, spaces, mass, colors, lines, and geometric units. These elements intertwine
with natural units, transforming into abstract forms that allow room for the artist’s imagination, emotion, and
creativity Through the experiences that researchers have in teaching at the university in the Department of
Art Education, they noticed that students face problems in decorating their pottery artwork, and a question
arises from the researchers: What are the decorative skills that art education students should have in pottery?
This study aimed to identify the decoration skills in ceramic art for third-year students in the Department
of Art Education. The researchers used the descriptive-analytical method, and the research community
consisted of ceramic decoration skills prior to firing. All skills were taken into account, which means that
the samples in this study took the entire research pollution into account. To achieve the research objective,
the researchers constructed a questionnaire to determine pre-firing ceramic decoration skills. To obtain
objective results, the researchers utilized statistical methods, including Cooper’s formula, to determine the

degree of agreement among the experts on the questionnaire items. Cronbach’s alpha equation was used to
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calculate the questionnaire’s reliability, and weight mean was used to analyze the research results. Thus, the
purpose and results of the study were determined by identifying the ceramic decoration skills for students
of art education conclusively. Based on the research findings, their number is (7) skills, their average weight
is greater than (2) based on the strength of a triple scale, which means that it is suitable for art education
students to use in decorating their pottery works the researchers made several recommendations, such as the
recommendations of teachers and students of art education, and the Institute of Fine Arts to pay attention
to 7 skills to decorate their pottery works.and Some research was also suggested in this area., along with

utilizing a range of valuable sources related to the research.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to find the role of urbanization and development in changing family relationships

of families who have been moved in the city of Sulaymaniyah. For this purpose, we have selected a (100)

people as the sample, in order to achieve the objectives of this study, we have used the descriptive analysis

method, which is the most appropriate method for this study, based on the Legrets-five criterion as a tool

for collecting data and information.

The results showed that urbanization plays a positive role in family relationships (relationships between

spouses, relationships between parents and children, and relationships between children with each other)

by combining the variables (marriage age) to explain these relationships. In addition, lack of economic

conditions, economic crises, low family income and low living standards have all had a negative impact on

family relationships and have caused many family problems and conflicts.

Key Words: Urbanization, Development, Social change, Family, Family relationships

1yalaall 9 22154l

LSL- deluasYl doasdl yobate o §polsbl dgahlly 8l ONS ey ,lgh (¥ +9)prladllase dame as]
Qs d ol dmalzdl

Sl ool aladl LS o] losz¥l ele (Y V)ple (ao e dio S o]

-5y sl Jalg ols &b (3laly eloiz Yl sl (¥ +VE) puoke JYS dtiad

Va0



ool iy G09uliSil 31 oailianidyeS (5yW3S \g

Y QI G 2dlg dalul 515 /b glezdl als gzxso (¥ 1) golglluus (s 052!

Byalalle Bylebl 5ls @laaz¥l ole aske d(Y+€) 09,51 9 daowe (G092

Olos il S5l s covdinh] duslozzd] Sl ad) (¥ +0)dasws (L] «yunsd]

B0 8l & pabl glovdl doSh s wdl GBI J5de (V497) dorssws (3843

e 8yl (OLSW dalsdl &y pall i)l e bl § 8l (VAVE)sliw ¢ 5l

oSl damalodl Byl 5l dpattl plozz] ele oY+ 1)) Oluo | ad

Sl demaladl Olegaae Glsyd A b cpalzilly il Js= (1IA0) S5 il

1 )uS) dsalad) Ol dude (Olelozdls BLusdl) eloiz ¥l slidl Y+ +V)dasdldus G Olsdiy

dsaled) Qi) Lo (G i Lools] Ll Lola] bl Lislozz]) dgat] oY+ ) dpnsdlise Gpowsr cOlo-iiy
Ay Sl

- sloa¥ 4o /b (sloip¥l sl wlos] Yo+ )als « deml iyl

Byl oy =l dagdl I dydlaByl L) (VW) daswe 3L

pan g2l dagl) 48 &/ bedlsalally 8 Il (1IN0l (Blls

A8,=bl s (dasdly Sluwlydg dy i pual) polsll plozz¥l ode CYlae (VIAY) 09,515 Cable dame i
bl Oe O5um ddmaladl

Ay S dazaladl dy=ll 15 (s pamdl plaiz ¥l els (VIAV)abls dase o

Olos - ,SAl s oy =l metmbl dulys ] dsde (YA 3893 plas (9,5 503

Sl @isilly idly deldall daYl )ls Vo pased] (¥ + V) Bgliregy cdasme

S0l dasalodl 88y=bl Hls (55Vls asydl o wliad) delaxsd OB (¥4 11)8sMe s

G 53S0 il s (g sl gaizdl § Gsloiz ¥l hapall BI5K 8l 595 d(VAAV)doao] dw doszxlliis g-aie
Adgmadl do =)l ASdak) oLl e yudly oYl Slwlyull

Dlos (@SOS dsas o35l gazbl & Olulys oY+ + V)il Olrold] 5Ll o diso

:atlnally &gagll

b sud Luslazz¥ly do ol SR § slozz¥) olstl] S5l phusi] 13T (¥+ V) s 0 Olalw s
$oLiyYls pudidl o e oud-do U1 LIS Iyl dsale bygdiin 18 siwerle Pl diliun dulyd [Jgnyl dsaler
SRR

Slhyd dlowe dgihiss dwlyd - SI5 § oLl SR Y+ +0) pussy el edg—ame « S9-aswe daze cdaz]
i) 50l doge

3355 adl 819 31,81 s 4 ) LB s S plasiia] S 3T oY+ - €) s 0 gad s plyl] gl
8)13l9 Sl pad -Butzmy doidll Ly Wy S5kl SLaBW dog U1 LS byg-diin 18 iz le Ul Buer dbadlons §
Jiibl

SV s Ll Lslis dalys = 32l § SsVl poio s 0,315 elazaYl pse) oY+ A)dcasd (il oy
glotzY) e pud-dilusls delooYl po ol S Shiedl dsmale Byo—iiin yb 195> dog bl (sl
Léleselly

AR%



\@p il yla 09iaad§Sl § ailinndyeS ()5S

>

eleall o9 $ramd] =) 0las s dlums dwlyd - paodl b wgll § sl (YN E)pld e (3353
glosz¥) oud- LslizpYl pglall LS Syg st 58 1ysiS3 dmg,bl (Ladsé

-dolys - Ly (sl 5Ls Geeddl el Lslae duulyd - &l SlsdYl ey paoalli(Y oA ) 13, oo dpes
Aidaiud ()9t S5Vl dsale ] dadiie dygdie y b siwerle Ul BuSSw 4V

ey 1 AL s LplwlSi] s Lyoladily dsloizYl Ol (¥ ) V) pmsle doasl 39, s « Sy 8y nsr pas
YU /30w (Job dsmalo /a5LadYls gy ) dwlal) do 1 LS dlore L1l

3Ll jeaie (o duslerg il dlidos dulys dosally ddall 81l Slusdl i oY+ A aumr 352 il
SlozizYl oud - OISV LS wlisy dsele Bygdiie 58 1)5S3 dogybl dsall Oluwsll § gaizbls

Lgae e Lilse dalyd -pudy disde _pasitl] dwlul) ONSiidly oalgsll oY+ V) )pdlo prlian das 85Lie cops
e PV /oas) ddgibl dmalo- OISV AU Lo 53S0l ol o] Ergondl 5550 dlone crd

Log bl ol dde § dilise duwhyd 3l O e dgzlse & bligall Hoo (Y- )oLids yow olgd
oz Yl pud- QIS LS luse dsale Bygdin 1 b 0l)s5

Mousl dislozzly diludl polell dlowe disloizyl @l el § 03905 sloszl pidl (V1Y) da) JUb

Lo Ao 3zl ) Jsrla- dally Hsudl Jlome § 4o medl GBS Jgo (¥ + VW) am] (g sy o couSodliue
geoldl/ 39l J9Y) s52d) « dpslaszly dolus) po s

daly>-aled) SLwdll &l LSS s 0,315 Jolsill @ 8lse plaseiw] (¥ +VA)slew (i9dns oy 30 (bs)
Gl damme dmale Bygdin yb piwele Dl dosloizYly dilus)l polall LS 8Ll s die (s Al
Jlaidls el oud- dsloizyl 5 doluddl polell dS (dzm - O

Y4/50s)) dsylud] Ll cglygal dloxe (asalia ] i dgall alasll § iy yied] (¥ +19) el Sl chasmo

S50 pad) Ll dulys -deluaz¥l OB JSii e Laydls padll § paoall 8y alls :(¥+19) $Yse « dame
2l 8,8yt domms dsale ] Aokt Syg-din 58 0lyoiSd dog bl lpal -duS dysly dyaly

1S il Suazdl duull o dulys- dslazzdl ORI s § 0,305 pasdh(Y YY) das] (zlin
Sladl bl -400ys dasl dsalo J) dadde Bygide b olygSs dogybl ol

N ool (oSl cadhzall ¢ =l bl Layday dopeid] jor dloms dopaiill pogho (V4 +V)OLds dase (@ady
RVARES]

:gigall gadr Cifliall

Wiz 3okl ad dpeldl Slsaizmll § sl Ll (il gl il O9an)de d5oame wdas]
uomustansirya.com

www. Academia.com @3¢l (b daitlly pasad] o i) @fbg dd) O9) s90s «golals

dsale dplage dwlys L3121 881 (s Lyslydlis dbssl) sloaza¥l asdl ¥+ VF)acaome slwdlis (in e
www.uobablon.edu.iq :z 35l (b (Sl

(& S8l aslalos]sy yosdl dmle §) dpopalie Bel,3 ysl] Loglsrmwgu (i) )l 9 diw D)ol sy el
www.isaj.net Iraq Academic Sientific Jornals :285bl (a0

ttp/ 2 35k1 a> (il Gaybis i (942)klonl dmaler bl iy 3 - g5 0] Lgasadas Bl § Ol pollns

Vav



B

dspace.univ-djelfa.dz

www.univ-vhlef.dz

il 0ginal§SUl § (oailinndyeS (s)B5S

1Y)zl
.Social Structure,The free press, New yourk (14¢4) ,G.P. Murdock

(V)ed) 3=t

9lead) GHN Jawgill) Cows Gl Ceoed] 35 (20

219V o OBl 55 § deastd] 9 _pasll 95 1oVl ysmed

(2199 g OBl x5 § deatd] 9 _pasetl] 493) U9V yambl ool (35U slusd] Jawg)l sy Jgim

i) sl gl sfEny 251 lolé st 8,44))
& 3,51 Ll - o L

Ll ¥,ry 1 YA ' YA vy V6,41
31 YA 1 ry 0 Wy or Y85
Ll ¥,¥A 1 v v Yo ' ¥,44)]
Llse YAV 1 ve Ve Y4 W €544
31 ¥,va W \A ¥ q ov 08,54
Lloxe x| ) ) y v A 8,441
Lloe vy ¢ v \q " ' v, 4]
Ll vy ¥ ry y ¢ £0 AT
31 ¥,VA ¢ ve ' ¢y ¥4 98,44
31 ¥,00 0 YV 0 ve ¥4 V8,40
Ll ¥,vy ye v vo v \q V18,4

o ’“l

‘:’; Ras 0 A ¥ WA " VY,
Ll Lz Yo v y W ¢ VW5, 4]
- ‘MI

i‘; &YV 0 vy . v Vi V5,48
Llse ¥,a¢ 'y Y4 ve YV q V08, al]
£ '“I

“:: £y . ¢ ¥ v vy V16,44))
Ll YA ¢y q . vo Py VW8,
- ’“l

it'; ¢,69 ¥ ¢ \ ¥4 ¢ VAB,A4)|
£ '“I

i‘; Y,V ¢y . A ' vy V45,44))

VaA




il yla 09iaad§Sl § ailinndyeS ()5S

>z
Wloxo Y1y ¥4 ' y W ¥4 ¥+ 8,44))
&1 ¥,€8 Jawgil)

o83y sl ou OBl 5 § duatl] 5 pameil] H90: 31 ool
3 2193Y o OB s § dedd] 9 pa sl 90) QLI eoell il 88l 38U gluwsd] Jawgll pdgy Jgiz

(o]
Ao Gy Jaws! bl Ty | GaTY | wbw | 3@ | LL ol | 6,4
38190 AR Y Ve Ve oy 0! V8,84)1
$8lse ¥,30 VY A €4 ) ¥8,24)]
38lge ¥,90 Y A v 14 111 ¥5,84)1
Sl ¥,30 vy A 'Y W YA £8,34)1
L 3dlge £,y Y h Y Ve " 08,44
Ll 38190 £,€7 . v 0 ¥A 00 18,44l
Sle e 'Y ¥4 yY ye W V5,44l
&dlge ¥.AV Y W A A vo N6,a3)
38lge £, vy v 3 Y 1. 48,44l
G890 p& ¥,EA A i} A ye Ve \ + 8,48
RCIEYS ¥,y gl
- ezl pgasy ze sl OB 565 § dai) 5 pasall 90 :EJWI Hgond
(L) o OB ys5 § duasd) 9 _paoctd] y98) EIEI yeobl Ol yaal) (351 3lusd] awg)) Jgdo
dod] U fawgll Ll as ¥ STV | wlbee | aal| Ll eal| s
$lge ¥,a1 | A Ve & g0 | V8a
$8lge .9 | Wy 1 £V Py | Y84l
Gdlge pb v,e1 1z ot W 1 Ve | Yo,
Glge ¥,y ¢ Ve W €0 vo | €8,
Wl v,y \Y oy A Ve ve | 08,84
&dlge LAY . 3! Ve £V vy | 16,4Aa
Wl (ALY \ A ) v W Ve,
$Blge ¥,08 v vy A Y vo | A8
Llé 38190 £,y | | ) £y €1 18,34
Sl oA 10 YA vy ve LANERRES-E
Wl ¥, YV 1 Ve Ve vy | V18,84
Ll §dlg0 £,vq 1 0 y YA 0a | VY8
Ll 38190 X113 | v . ¥ RIS
@810 ¥,0AY Jaw gzt
(V)3 @=Ll

144



il plan (G09Sl G4 (oailiaayo8 (5yW3S \g

: gwSodbly 1yl 8Ll slowd

iy eud/ OIS &S il o dssle dume o dpasdlis o

tlaazY pud [ OISV &S uall o dsaly )l desms Sl pleo 01

gloizl ud / QIS S ol pMo dsole O ganl ]l o0

glozz) oud /a5l pslell LIS dolssled) drale hhas )3 dls 0.0l
uslozzY) douzd) pud/dilusY) pslsll 4dS dolaakal] drole ysie ahas 5S5).0.0.]



DOI: https://doi.org/10.54809/jkss.vi11.365
. i gopsinif S B i oS 658
Copyright © Open access article with CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

The Impact of Financial Information Quality on Investment Decisions: An
Applied Study of Private Banks Listed on the Iraqi Stock Exchange

Assist. Lec. Barham Khalid Hassan Assist. Lec. Srwa Abubakr Ibrahim
Department of Accounting, College of Business, Department of Business Administration, College
Charmo University, Sulaimani, Iraq of Business, Charmo University, Sulaimani, Iraq.
Accounting and Finance Finance and Investment
Barham khalid@charmouniversity.org Srwa.abubakr@charmouniversity.org
Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the impact of quality of financial statement on investment
decisions in private banks listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange from 2009 to 2018. The study examines the
influence of financial statement comparability, understandability, and timeliness on return on equity. The
research design used in this study was ex post facto, and data collection involved acquiring secondary data
from the financial statements of 18 private banks in Iraq. To analyze the data, multiple linear regression
techniques were employed. The study results indicate that financial statement comparability, understand-
ability, and timeliness had a statistically significant and positive impact on the return on equity of private
banks listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange, each at a significance level of 5%. The practical application of
the research findings is noteworthy. The insights gleaned from the study can guide private banks in im-
proving the quality of their financial statements. The implications of the study suggest that enhancing the
quality of financial statements can result in higher investor trust and greater transparency in the field of
investment. It is important to prioritize efforts to elevate the quality of financial statements. This entails a
dedicated emphasis on transparency, a key factor that not only enhances the clarity of financial informa-
tion but also plays a pivotal role in fostering improved investor confidence and facilitating more informed
decision-making processes.
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Introduction

The main objective of the financial statement is to provide crucial accounting and financial information that relates
to the organization. Accountants are always trying to prepare high-quality financial reporting information that is
useful for investors to use for best investment decision-making or any users of accounting information. The qual-
ity of an organization’s financial statement may affect investment decisions made by various stakeholders, such as
investors, analysts, lenders, and regulators. The concept is based on the premise that the reliability, accuracy, and
understandability of financial information play a crucial role in guiding investors in their decision-making process-
es. The independent variables of the research are financial statement comparability, understandability and timeline,
which may affect the dependent variable measured by return on equity. According to Lunt (1999), as cited in Ekwe,
M. C. (2013), the satisfaction of the needs of various users of accounting information as contained in the annual
report can be acceptable as the objective of financial statements. According to Williams, Haka, Bettner, and Carcel-
lo (2015), the primary objective of financial statements is to provide investors with essential information regarding
the company’s financial health and status. The benefit of a financial statement to investors is to support them in
evaluating the ability of the organization to pay dividends and interest when due, while for potential investors, a
published financial statement is used to decide on the type of investment decision the investor will make and which
company to invest in. The financial statement benefits investors by assisting them in assessing the organization’s
capacity to meet dividend and interest obligations. For potential investors, a published financial statement helps
in making informed investment decisions, guiding them in choosing the type of investment and the company in
which to invest. As such, the financial statements of organizations should provide detailed information about the
economic resources of the organization, which are the source of prospective cash inflows to the firm. Gentry &
Fernandez (2008) also find that “annual reports and interviews with company officials were the most important
sources of financial information in assessing the firm’s value and therefore informing investment decisions or the
equity selection process.” Investment decision-makers utilize the financial statements of several firms to make the
best financial decisions. In this situation, financial analysts and accountants analyze and interpret the results for
investors to use in making investment decisions. Disclosures of financial statements provide an approach for banks
or enterprises to offer financial health to stakeholders, including potential investors. Most organizations have a re-
sponsibility to disclose and publish their financial reports for investors or other users. The timeline may influence
investment decision-making. Corporate organizations must present financial reports clearly to ensure the under-
standability of investors. Every investor needs to have a thorough knowledge and understanding of the elements of
the cash flow statement, value-added statement, income statement, price, earnings, value and dividend per share,

and other relevant financial statements to avoid illogical investment decision-making.

Problem Statement and Research Questions:

Financial statements are the most important tool for making the best investment decisions. Low- or high-quality
financial statements can lead investors to bad or good investment decisions. The effect of financial statement quality
on investor decision-making is to inform them of potential risks and losses, as well as profits if they provide you
with capital. This study investigates the factors of financial statement comparability, understandability, and timeline

that may affect investment decisions measured by return on equity.
This study seeks to address this gap by investigating the following research questions:

To what level is the relationship between investment decisions (ROE) and financial statement comparability and

consistency?
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To what level is the relationship between investment decisions (ROE) and financial statement understandability?
To what level is the relationship between investment decisions (ROE) and the financial statement timeline?
Research Objectives

The research objectives aim to gain a comprehensive understanding of the relationships between key financial
statement attributes and their impact on investment decisions, particularly in terms of return on equity (ROE).

The study focuses on examining three main factors that shape investment decision-making, which are as follows:
To determine the impact of financial statement comparability and consistency on return on equity (ROE).

To determine the impact of financial statement understandability on return on investment (ROE).

To determine the impact of financial statement timeliness on return on investment (ROE).

By achieving these objectives, the study aims to provide insights into the factors influencing investment decisions

and their overall impact on return on equity (ROE).

Null Hypothesis
Hol: Financial statement comparability and consistency have no significant effect on return on equity.
Ho2: Financial statement understandability has no significant effect on return on equity.

Ho3: Financial statement timeliness has no significant effect on return on equity.

Importance of the Research

The financial statement can be a crucial factor in investment decision-making as it provides investors with valuable
insights into the financial performance and health of a company. High-quality financial statements can help inves-
tors make informed decisions about whether to invest in a particular company or not. The scientific perspective
focuses on theoretical contributions, empirical research possibilities, and the advancement of financial knowledge.
On the other hand, the practical perspective emphasizes real-world applications such as investor confidence, risk
mitigation, regulatory compliance, and the development of tools for informed decision-making. The synergy be-
tween these perspectives ensures that research not only contributes to academic knowledge but also has tangible
impacts on industry practices. By analyzing financial statements and other accounting information, investors can
assess the company’s profitability, liquidity, solvency, and overall financial health. This information can help in-
vestors evaluate the risks associated with investing in a particular company and make more informed investment
decisions. However, the quality of financial statements can vary across different companies and industries, which
may affect their impact on investment decision-making. Additionally, other factors, such as market conditions and

investor preferences can also influence investment decisions.
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Conceptual Framework:
Concept of Financial Statement Quality

The quality of Financial statement pertains to the accuracy, reliability, and usefulness of the information in an or-
ganization. Exceptional financial statements offer a clear and comprehensive overview of the company’s financial
position, performance, and cash flows, enabling investors, creditors, and other stakeholders to make well-informed
decisions about the business. According to Kewo and Afiah (2017), a well-crafted financial statement should effec-
tively communicate relevant and trustworthy financial data. Wood and Horner (2010), as cited in Aswar (2020),
define the quality of financial statements as ensuring fair representation of entities and activities while providing
useful information to users of financial statements. Brookson (2009) defines financial statement quality as per the
accounting guidelines for financial reporting agreements, displaying the financial position and results of opera-
tions with a focus on accrual quality. The financial statement’s quality is influenced by internal control evidence. In
essence, it ensures that the financial information is relevant, comparable, and faithfully represents the company’s
financial position and performance. High-quality financial statements are crucial for making well-informed busi-

ness decisions.

Comparability and Consistency of Financial Statements

Comparability and consistency involve the ability to compare and interpret financial information across different
companies, ensuring that financial statements are prepared using consistent accounting methods and principles.
From the viewpoint of analysts, accounting information’s crucial attributes include comparability and consistency.
Consistency refers to the utilization of similar accounting and principles over time. A more extensive concept,
comparability encompasses the ability to make meaningful comparisons among different companies (White, Sond-
hi, & Fried 2002). High-quality statements refer to the utilization of standardized and guideline accounting to uni-
formize the methods and practices to evaluate, recognize, and disclose similar economic transactions. The financial
data disclosed by a specific company becomes valuable for making informed choices when the individual is respon-
sible for making those decisions. Chen, A., & Gong, J. J. (2019) indicate that enhanced accounting comparability
is beneficial to both preparers and users of financial statements. Finally, due to the differences in institutional and
economic factors across countries, accounting standards alone may not necessarily result in comparable accounting
outcomes (Cascino & Gassen, 2015). One can say financial statements are important for understanding a compa-
ny’s performance. Comparability allows for the comparison of financial statements over time, while consistency

ensures the uniform application of accounting methods. It helps stakeholders make informed decisions.

Understandability of Financial Statements

Making financial statements easy to understand is crucial, which is the responsibility of any accountant and or-
ganization. The main purpose of achieving high-quality financial reports is to communicate clear information to
users of accounting information, such as investors and creditors. Thus, the more comprehensible the information is
to users, the higher the quality of their investment decisions (Cheung, Evans, & Wright, 2010). Clear presentation
and classification enhance the report’s quality and comprehensibility for users. And when annual reports are well
organized, users can easily find what they need (Beest, Braam, & Boelens, 2009). Utilizing graphs and charts in easy

language will be helpful to present the financial report to users.
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Timeline of Financial Statements

Timeliness is a crucial qualitative factor in accounting information, affecting the helpfulness of information for
external users (Almosa & Alabbas, 2007). The timeliness of financial statements has been defined from different
viewpoints. “The term ‘timeliness’ refers to the interval between a company’s cut-off point and the release of re-
ports to the public (Van Horne, 1995, as cited in Zandi, G., & Abdullah, N. A., 2019). Timeliness means making
information available for decision-makers before it loses its capacity to influence decisions (International Account-
ing Standard Board (IASB), 2008). “Timeliness refers to the time it takes to disclose information and is related to
decision usefulness in general” (International Accounting Standards Board (IASB), 2008). The timing of financial
statement submissions can directly impact the decisions of users in the investment process. (Vestine, Kule, and
Mbabazi, 2016, as cited in LODIKERO, O., 2023) observed that the timeliness of financial reports involves audit
delay, which is the number of days between the balance sheet date and the date of the external report that the au-
ditor signed. The balance sheet date is separated from the Annual General Meeting (AGM) notice date by a certain
number of days, known as the AGM notice delay, and the interval between the financial year-end and the AGM
is termed the AGM delay. Timeliness means the accessibility of information for users to make the best decisions
at the right time so that it can impact their decisions (Natonis, S. A., & Tjahjadi, B., 2019). The timeline of finan-
cial statement submission can have a direct effect on the investment decisions of users. If a company publishes its
financial statements on time, it preserves the dependability and relevance of the information. In contrast, if the
company is late in publishing its financial statements, the dependability and relevance of the information in its

financial statements will decrease.

Investment Decision:

An investment decision involves the process of assessing and selecting various financial assets or opportunities
to earn potential returns and achieve specific financial goals. This process includes evaluating the potential risks,
benefits, and appropriateness of different investment options based on a person’s or organization’s financial sit-
uation, goals, and willingness to accept risk. Decisions related to investments across borders require a fusion of
financial expertise, awareness of geopolitical dynamics, cultural acumen, and a deep understanding of the global
economic environment. The decision-making process is a complex mental activity influenced by external auditor
reports aimed at evaluating opportunities to select suitable options (Sattar, Toseef, and Sattar, 2020). The efficiency
of investment decision-making may rely on financial reporting audited by an external auditor (Kapellas & Siougle
2017). Ratio analysis is a crucial instrument for measuring investment decisions (Abiahu & Amahalu, 2017). It
serves as a determining factor for analyzing and evaluating the performance of any organization, with the primary
goal of making the most accurate predictions about future conditions and outcomes (Ekwe, 2013). Financial state-
ments provide historical data, emphasizing the importance for investors to avoid relying solely on one statistic or
measure when making investment choices. For instance, both current and prospective investors need to evaluate
the balance sheet to appraise a company’s assets, debts, and owner’s equity (net value) at a specific moment. In-
vestment decision-making involves assessing diverse financial options based on risk, benefits, and alignment with
specific goals. External auditor reports and financial statements play pivotal roles, with ratio analysis serving as a
crucial tool for evaluating performance and predicting future outcomes. A comprehensive approach is essential for

informed decision-making in the dynamic landscape of investments.
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Return on equity:

Return on equity (ROE) is a crucial metric for assessing investment decisions, involving the comparison of net
income to shareholders’ equity to measure profitability. In essence, ROE serves as a gauge that evaluates the effec-
tiveness of an investment decision by assessing its profitability in relation to the invested amount and ownership
stake in the company. It demonstrates how companies manage their capital (net worth) and effectively measure in-
vestment profitability for shareholders (Heikal, Khaddafi, & Ummah, 2014). The return on equity ratio, commonly
referred to as ROE, evaluates how efficiently a company utilizes its assets to generate profits for its shareholders
(Amelia & Sunarsi, 2020). Return on assets (ROA) and return on equity (ROE) are two analytical measures used to
assess the financial performance of banks. According to Hannagan (2008, as cited in Pointer & Khoi, 2019), “while
ROA is still in use, ROE is a better tool due to its applicability across industries and firms of varying sizes within

industries.”

In summary, return on equity stands out as a paramount instrument for measuring investment decisions and
enhancing the prospects for wise investor choices. Several key points underscore the significance of using ROE to

measure investment decisions:

ROE measures how effectively a company utilizes shareholders” investments to generate profits.

It assists investors in evaluating the profitability and efficiency of a company’s operations.

ROE is calculated by dividing net income by shareholders’” equity and is expressed as a percentage.

A higher ROE generally indicates better financial performance.

Financial Statements comparability and Investment Decisions

Financial organizations bear a significant responsibility for ensuring that financial statements are both comparable
and understandable for investors. The comparability and consistency of financial statements are crucial factors that
enable investors to make informed decisions by effectively comparing various companies. Banking laws should
mandate the implementation of a uniform system to mitigate the complexity of investors’ views on investment
decisions. Facilitating investor understanding of firm disclosures is crucial, as it reduces the need for adjustments
to the information in financial statements (Kim, 2014, as cited in Kim, 2021; Kim et al., 2013). Improved insight
into a company’s performance is achievable through comparability, allowing investors to comprehend and distin-
guish economic resemblances and variations among comparable firms. High-quality financial reporting provides
necessary information that may significantly impact investors” investment decisions. In summary, consistent and
comparable financial information is essential for investors to assess the performance and financial health of differ-
ent companies. It facilitates informed investment decisions by allowing a comparison of the financial statements of
various companies within the same industry. This approach empowers investors to evaluate the potential risks and
rewards associated with their investment choices. Therefore, the comparability of financial statements plays a vital

role in the realm of investment decisions.
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Financial Statements understandability and Investment Decisions

Understanding financial statements is a primary consideration for investors and creditors when making investment
decisions in any bank. It is the responsibility of financial institutions to provide standards and guidelines that are
easily understandable. The endorsement of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) implementation
has largely been driven by the increasing globalization of economies and the integration of financial markets. This
rationale emphasizes the need for investors and financial analysts to comprehend the financial statements of for-
eign companies, especially when considering purchasing their shares (Stoian & Crecana, 2009). If Iraqi financial
institutions adopt International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), it could also be useful to attract foreign
investors and creditors to do business in Iraq. Furthermore, implementing the same standard will enable local
investors and creditors to make wise investment decisions. However, IFRS adoption in Iraq may face challenges as
it is a new system for users to abide by. Accounting standards are often written in a language not easily understood
by non-accountants (Palmer & Randall, 2002, as cited in Sinclair, 2010). The financial report should be presented
to investors and creditors, especially to users who may not fully comprehend the financial information. Sun, M.
(2007), indicates that the understandability of financial reports impacts users” views rather than their investment
decision-making. It can be said that investor’s understanding of financial statements helps evaluate the investment’s
potential rewards and aligns it with the investor’s investment goals. Therefore, prioritizing the understandability of

financial statements is essential for successful investment decisions.

Financial Statement Timeline and Investment Decisions

The significance of a timeline in financial statement analysis for investment decisions lies in its ability to offer a
structured method for comprehending a company’s fiscal well-being and operational performance. External us-
ers of financial reporting can choose the best investments when the annual report is in their hands on time. The
promptness of financial reporting improves the value of financial information. The timeliness of audited financial
reports is a crucial factor affecting the usefulness of financial information for external stakeholders (Khasharmeh
& Aljifri, 2010). Postponing the disclosure of an external auditor’s report on the true and fair opinion of financial
knowledge created by the management exacerbates information imbalances and increases uncertainty in making
investment choices (Mohamad & Saad, 2010). The timeline of audited financial reports significantly impacts exter-
nal users of financial reporting (Khasharmeh, 2010, as cited in Emeh & Appah, 2013). One can say that the time-
line of financial statement submissions significantly influences investment decisions. Timely and accurate financial
reporting allows investors to assess a company’s financial health, make informed decisions, and adapt strategies

based on the most recent data.

Empirical Review

Muhamed & Essa (2023) investigated the impact of financial report quality on the financial performance of com-
panies listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange. The findings revealed that 62% of the variation in non-financial perfor-
mance can be attributed to the degree of financial reporting quality. The study indicated a significant influence of
the components of financial report quality on the performance of non-financial companies. Furthermore, varia-

tions in the quality of reports were identified.
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(Blessing & Onoja, 2015) investigated the role of financial statements in investment decision-making at the United
Bank for Africa Plc. in Nigeria. The study utilized ten years of secondary data from the financial statements of
banks. The results suggest that one of management’s responsibilities is to present standardized financial statements
to investors, which are analyzed by external auditors. It also reveals that investors make decisions based on a
clear understanding of financial statements. The analysis further demonstrates that investors heavily rely on the
trustworthiness of auditors and seek approval from financial experts when making investment decisions. Thus,

disclosed financial statements play a crucial role in investors’ decision-making.

Fayo ADE (2012) investigated the role of financial statement decision-making. The study utilized primary and
secondary resources, collecting knowledge through a questionnaire. The study involves a total population of 70
people, with a sample size of 60 determined using Taro Yamane’s formula. The analysis methods employed in
this research encompass simple percentage calculations, and the utilization of the chi-square statistical technique
from the secondary data was based on the findings that financial statements play a crucial role in investment de-
cision-making. This suggests that making any investment choice should not occur without taking into account a
company’s financial statements. A demonstrated financial statement is necessary for investment decision-making,

and financial statements are beneficial for predicting an organizations performance.

(CHINENYE, E. J. 2013) investigated the relationship between financial statements and investment decisions, the
influence of financial statements in investment decision-making, and whether investment decisions rely only on
financial statements. The research comprises a study population of 125 individuals, all of whom are staff members
from the five prominently chosen banks. Employing the Yaro Yamani formula, the calculated sample size amounted
to 95. The formulated hypotheses were tested using a Z test at a 5% significance level. The researcher additionally
utilized primary techniques for gathering data, which included questionnaires and conducting individual inter-
views. The banks in Enugu metropolis should review the financial statements before making investment decisions.

Additionally, all financial statement users need to utilize financial ratio analysis for decision-making.

Methodology

Research Design

The research employed an ex-post facto research design to establish the causal relationship between the variables
under investigation. A Retrospective Analysis of Private Banks Listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange (2009-2018) ad-
opted an ex-post facto research design to investigate the influence of quality of financial statement on investment
decisions. The research used secondary data from the annual reports of 18 private banks listed on the Iraq Stock
Exchange and will apply a comprehensive framework to evaluate financial statement quality, considering aspects
like consistency, accuracy, transparency, and completeness. Statistical analysis based on regression analysis and
descriptive statistics using SPSS, will be employed to identify significant predictors of investment decisions and

summarize key financial metrics. Variables include investment decisions as the dependent variable and financial
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statement quality as the independent variable, which will include comparability, understandability, and timeline,
with potential control variables accounting for external factors. Ethical considerations will be prioritized, ensuring
confidentiality and adherence to ethical standards. The research aims to provide valuable insights into the dynamics
between financial statement quality and investment decisions, contributing to the existing literature and informing

future research directions.

The research study’s population comprises eighteen difference private banks in Iraq as at 31st December, 2018

which listed at the following table:

|_Al-Mansour Bank | Investment Bank of Iraq
Babylon Bank | Iraqi Islamic Bank
Commercial Bank of Iraqi | Iraqi Middle East Investment Bank
Dar Es Salaam Investment Bank | Kurdistan International Bank
Credit Bank Of Irag | Mousil Bank For Development &  Investment
Economy Bank For Investment | National Bank Of Iraq
| Dijlah & Furat bank for development and investment | North Bank for Finance and Investment
Elaf Islamic Bank | Sumer Commercial Bank
Gulf Commercial Bank | Union Bank Of Iraq. and United Bank

Specification of the model

To assess the impact of financial statement quality on the investment choices of banks in Iraq, the following model

was formulated

ROEit =fo +f1 FSCit +[32 FSUit +f3 FSTit +Uit
Where:

BO = Constant term (intercepts)

ﬁ 1, ﬂ 2, ,8 3: Coefficients to be estimated for bank i in period t corresponding to Financial Statement Comparability,

Financial Statement Understandability, and Financial Statement Timeliness, respectively.

llllt = Error term/Stochastic term

ROELt = Return on Equity (dependent variable) of bank Lin period t

FSCLt = Financial Statement Comparability (independent/explanatory variable) of bank Lin period t
FSULt = Financial Statement Understandability (independent/explanatory variable) of bank Lin period t

FST(t = Financial Statement Timeliness (independent/explanatory variable) of bank Lin period t

Measurement of Variables
Investment Decision (Dependent Variable)
Investment Decision was measured using:

i. Return on Equity (ROE):
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Return on Equity (ROE) is a financial metric that measures the profitability and efficiency of a company’s equity
investments. It indicates how effectively a company is utilizing its shareholders’” equity to generate profits. ROE is

expressed as a percentage and is calculated using the following formula:

ROE = (Net Income / Shareholders’ Equity) x 100

Where:

Net Income: This is the company’s total earnings after all expenses, taxes, and interest payments.

Shareholders’ Equity: This represents the total value of the company’s assets minus its liabilities. It’s essentially the

net worth of the company attributable to its shareholders.

Here’s a step-by-step guide on how to calculate ROE:

Step 1: Calculate Net Income

Determine the company’s net income for the period youre analyzing. You can find this information on the com-

pany’s income statement.

Step 2: Calculate Shareholders’ Equity

Calculate the shareholders’ equity at the beginning and end of the period you're analyzing. Shareholders’ equity can

be found on the company’s balance sheet. The formula for shareholders’ equity is:

Shareholders’ Equity = Total Assets - Total Liabilities

Step 3: Calculate ROE
Plug the values you calculated into the ROE formula:

ROE = (Net Income / Shareholders’ Equity) x 100

Financial Statement Quality (Independent Variables):
The breakdown of financial statement quality involved:

Financial statement comparability and consistency (FSCC) was measured by relying on both internal auditor’s
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reports and external auditor’s reports, which provide the necessary information to evaluate the financial reporting
using 0 and 1 dichotomies. If the internal and external auditors placed assurance on the bank’s financial reports as

included in the auditors’ reports, ASIC was coded 1, otherwise 0.

Financial Statement Understandability (FSU) was assigned a value of 1 when the financial statement adhered to
the International Financial Reporting Standard (IFRS) as presented in the auditor’s report; otherwise, a value of 0

was assigned.

Financial Statement Timeline: The measurement of timeliness begins after the fiscal year and continues until the
external auditors finalize their reports. A value of 1 is assigned if the financial statement was submitted promptly;

otherwise, a value of 0 is allocated.

Presentation and Analysis of Data

Table 1 Pearson Correlation Analysis

Correlations
ROE LSCC ISy IST
Pearson Correlation ROE

1.000 763 791 .605
FSCC

.763 1.000 646 435
FSU

791 646 1.000 511
FST

.605 435 511 1.000

Table 1 revealed the existence of a positive relationship between FSV (0.439), FST (0.368), FSU (0.368) and ROE.

Table 1 displays the presence of those variables that have a strong and positive relationship between FSCC (0.763),
FSU (0.791), EST (0.605), and ROE. Changes in one variable are associated with consistent changes in other
variables. The statement also emphasizes that changes in one variable are consistently associated with concurrent
changes in the other variables. This implies that as factors such as financial statement comparability, understand-
ability, and timeliness vary, there is a corresponding and consistent impact on return on equity. The statement hints
at the coherence and reliability of these relationships, reinforcing the idea that improvements in financial statement

quality factors contribute positively to the financial performance, as measured by ROE, of the entities studied.

Test of Hypotheses

Test of Hypothesis

Ho: Financial statement quality has no significant effect on the return on equity of private bank sectors in Iraq.
Alternative hypotheses

H1: Financial statement quality has a significant effect on the return on equity of private bank sectors in Iraq.
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Model R R Square Adiusted R Square Std. Exror of the Estimate
1 876" 68 264 241

a. Predictors: (Constant), X1, X2, X3
b. Dependent Variable: ROE

The analysis of the model summary indicates an adjusted R-squared of 0.764, suggesting that approximately 76.4%
of the variation in ‘number’ (return on equity) is influenced by the independent variables. This highlights a signif-
icant effect of the independent variables on changes in return on equity. The R-squared value of 0.768 shows that
the model aligns well with the data, as it accounts for a significant portion of the variability. The high correlation
coefficient (R) of 0.876 indicates a strong positive relationship between the independent and dependent variables,
further supporting the model’s validity. The quality of the financial statements is not the only factor that affects
the increase in bank profits. There are many factors that impact the profitability of banks. Therefore, the quality of

financial statements is a factor that affects performance and contributes to increased profits in banks.

ANOVA®
Model Sum of Sguares df Mean Sguare E Sig
1 Regression 34.096 3 11.365 195.479 .000°
Residual 10.291 177 .058
Total 44,387 180

a. Dependent Variable: ROE

b. Predictors: (Constant), FSCC, FSU, FST

The results of the ANOVA test presented in the table above show that the obtained F-statistic is 195.479, and
the associated p-value is 0.000 (0.000 < 0.05). This suggests a significant difference between the groups under
comparison. A low p-value, such as 0.000, leads to rejecting the null hypotheses (H01, H02, and H03) in favor of
the alternative hypotheses (H1, H2, and H3). Thus, we conclude that the independent variables—financial state-
ment comparability, understandability, and timeline—substantially impact the dependent variable (ROE). The high
F-statistic, along with the low p-value, strongly supports the close association between the independent variables
and the dependent variable in the analysis. This pairing of a high F-statistic and a low p-value presents compelling
evidence that the independent variables collectively contribute to explaining the variability observed in the depen-
dent variable (ROE) in the analysis. In simpler terms, it supports the conclusion that the quality factors of financial
statements (FSCC, FSU, and FST) have a substantial influence on the financial performance of the entities studied,

as measured by ROE.

Coeflicients®
Unstandardized Standardized Collinearity
Coeflicients Coeflicients Statistics
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig Tolerance
1 (Constant) -006 |.031 2202 | .459
Comparability (X1) 395 |.048 394 8213 |.000 |.568 1.760
Understandability (X2) 422 |.050 426 8.458 |.000 |.517 1.933
Timeline (X3) 216 |.043 216 5063 |.000 |.720 1.390
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a. Dependent Variable: Return on equity

The value for financial statement comparability (FSCC) is 0.395, suggesting that a 1% increase in FSCC is associat-
ed with a 39.5% increase in the dependent variable (ROE), holding all other variables constant.

The quality of the financial statement understandability value is 0.422, showing a positive direction of the relation-
ship. This suggests that a higher financial statement understandability is associated with a 42.2% increase in return

on equity, assuming the other independent variables remain constant.

The result for the quality of the financial statement timeline is 0.216, indicating that an increase in this independent

variable (FST) increases the dependent variable (ROE), keeping all other factors unchanged.

Additionally, the results suggest that enhancing the quality of financial statement comparability, understandabil-
ity, and timeliness can have a positive impact on a company’s return on equity. This information is valuable for
investors and analysts as they evaluate financial performance and make decisions. It highlights the significance of
transparent, comparable, and timely financial reporting for companies striving to improve their return on equity.
By focusing on these factors, companies can provide stakeholders with a clearer picture of their financial health

and potentially attract more investment.

The interpretation of the statistical test results (t-test) presented in the aforementioned table is as follows:

The T-test results for the independent variables (FSCC), (FSU), and (FST) on return on equity (ROE) are 8.213,
8.458, and 5.063, respectively, with a significance value of 0.000, which is lower than 0.05. This implies rejection of
the null hypotheses (H01, H02, and H03) and acceptance of the alternative hypotheses (H1, H2, and H3). There-
fore, it can be inferred that all three independent variables (FSCC, FSU, and FST) have a significant impact on
return on equity (ROE). With tolerance values of 0.568, 0.517, and 0.720 (all below 0.10) and corresponding VIF
values of 1.760, 1.933, and 1.390 (all below 10), it appears that multicollinearity in our analysis is within acceptable
levels. These VIF values indicate that there is no significant issue of multicollinearity among the independent vari-
ables. Therefore, we can proceed with the analysis without major concerns about the impact of multicollinearity
on the results. In summary, the statistical results indicate a strong and significant relationship between the quality
of financial statements (comparability, understandability, and timeliness) and return on equity. The absence of
significant multicollinearity concerns enhances the credibility of these findings, providing a solid foundation for

informed decision-making in financial analysis.

Findings, Conclusion and Recommendations

Findings

Based on the analysis of data, the following findings emerged:

Financial statement comparability and consistency have a significant positive effect on the return on equity of

quoted private banks in Iraq at a 5% level of significance.
Financial Statement Understandability has a significant positive effect on the return on equity of quoted private
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banks in Iraq at a 5% level.

The financial statement timeline has a significant positive effect on the return on equity of quoted private banks in

Iraq at a 5% level of significance.

The positive effects observed in financial statement comparability, understandability, and timeliness on return on
equity align with fundamental accounting principles. Consistent and comparable financial statements enhance
transparency, aiding investors in making informed decisions. Clear and understandable financial statements con-
tribute to investor confidence and comprehension, fostering a positive impact on return on equity. Additionally,
timely financial reporting enables stakeholders to assess a company’s current financial health accurately, positively

influencing the return on equity.

Conclusion

This research investigated how the quality of financial statements influences the investment choices made by private
banks in Iraq from 2009 to 2018. Information for the study was gathered from the annual reports and financial
records of the selected banks. Inferential statistical techniques, including correlation analysis and model summary,
ANOVA, and coefficient, were applied using SPSS statistical software. The research findings indicate a significant
and positive influence of financial statement comparability and consistency, understandability, and timeliness on
return on equity (ROE) with a significance level of 5% each for private banks in Iraq. Private banks in Iraq should
prioritize adherence to financial accounting guidelines and standards in their reporting processes. Ensuring fi-
nancial records are comparable, accurate, understandable, and timely is crucial for making informed decisions,
particularly in investment and purchasing activities. In essence, the quality of financial statements, characterized
by comparability, consistency, understandability, and timeliness, emerges as a cornerstone for informed and eftec-
tive investment decisions. The positive associations observed between these key variables and ROE underscore
their tangible impact on the success and strategic positioning of private banks in Iraq, particularly in the realm of

investment decision-making.
Recommendation

Adherence to Financial Standards: Organizations should consistently ensure that their financial reporting processes
align with financial accounting guidelines and standard practices. This includes maintaining comparability and

consistency in financial records.

Investment in Robust Accounting Systems: Banks and companies should guarantee the implementation of suffi-

cient accounting systems that control financial records in accordance with accounting standards and guidelines.

Improvement of Financial Statement Quality: Companies, especially banks, should prioritize efforts to enhance
the quality of their financial statements. This involves improving comparability, accuracy, understandability, and

timeliness in financial reporting.

Transparency for Investors: Companies should focus on making their financial statements more understandable for
both current and potential investors. Transparency and adherence to financial reporting standards can positively

impact investor confidence and decision-making.
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Abstract

Ambivalence is a term used by Homi K. Bhabha (1997) to present the conflict that individuals have when
they are influenced by society. The two sides: good and bad about an issue appear and one of them is
strengthened because of the conditions and effects of social influences.

Critical stylistics is a field that has been developed from the Critical Discourse Analysis by Lesley Jeffries
(2010) to investigate the style that is used in literary and non-literary texts. Jeffries in her model gives the
analysts strategies that can be followed to analyze any kind of text. The suggested strategies are ten, and
each one of them concentrates on a different type of linguistic device that is used by the writer/speaker.
The study investigates the ambivalence theory, from a critical stylistic point of view, in a modern novel.
The writer uses different types of styles to show the women’s suffering and how the surrounding condi-
tions affect their way of thinking and acting. Women’s secondary position is faithfully mirrored in culture.
Nothing defines culture as clearly as its language.

Naming and describing textual-conceptual function is analyzed in this study presenting its ideological
effects and how this strategy reflects ambivalence.
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Introduction

Critical stylistics is a new approach that is used to cover the textual meaning of discourse. Jeffries (2007) has pro-

vided ten strategies that can be used by analysts in analyzing any discourse, whether literary or non-literary

Ambivalence is defined as the point where the positive and negative attitudes are simultaneously strong and oppo-
site in valence. It is being trapped between two opposing motivations reflecting strong attitudes that are opposite

in direction.
The Problem

Most individuals have two opposite thinking or beliefs about an issue. Those two beliefs influence the individual’s

personality, behavior and language. Language is the mirror through which we reflect our feelings, ideas and beliefs.

There is a need to shed light on this concept and how it affects the speech of the writer/speaker. Ambivalence is
used widely in psychology and post-colonial studies. No one has investigated it through stylistics specifically crit-

ical stylists.

The researchers try to show readers how this psychological concept is reflected through the individual’s speech, not

his/her behavior.

The Hypotheses

It has been hypothesized that:

Ambivalence, whether positive or negative, is strengthened by social circumstances.

Language reflects the ambivalent individuals and how they think and react. It shows the ambivalent individuals’

conditions about a specific matter.

Critical stylistic strategies proposed by Jeffries, specifically naming and describing strategy, can be used to show

how a writer/speaker uses language to express his/her ambivalent feelings.

The Significance of the Study

This study has significant value because it gives the readers and the researchers an overview of two important con-
cepts, ambivalence and critical stylistics. In addition, it presents the relation between language and a psychological

concept, i.e., ambivalence.

Ambivalence Defined

The term “ambivalence” is a combination of the Latin prefix “ambi-” and the term “valence,” which is typically
employed in the field of physical sciences in discussing electrons. Ambivalence is defined as the presence of con-
flicting emotions or impulses toward a single target. This term was adapted by Sigmund Freud from Eugen Bleul-
er’s groundbreaking work on schizophrenia, “Dementia praecox oder der Gruppe der Schizophrenien” (1911), to

describe a problem in the transference process known as resistance (Buchanan, 2018).
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Several definitions of ambivalence have been proposed. Gardner (1987: 241), for example, defines it as “a psy-
chological state in which a person holds mixed feelings (positive and negative) towards some psychological object”
Eagly and Chaiken (1998: 123) emphasize the cognitive inconsistency in ambivalence and define it as “the extent of
beliefs’ evaluative dissimilarity (or inconsistency)”. Wegener and et.al (1995: 460) define ambivalence as “the extent
to which one’s reactions to an attitude object are evaluatively mixed in that both positive and negative (unfavorable)
elements are included” Thompson and et.al (1995: 367) refer to ambivalence as an inclination to “give it [an attitude
object] equivalently strong positive and negative evaluations” The group of definitions is incomplete, but two key
characteristics of ambivalence become obvious. First, positive and negative associations are needed. Second, these
relationships may be relevant simultaneously. The researchers have distinguished between objective ambivalence
(based on positive and negative association weights) and subjective ambivalence (based on conflict experience).

Ambivalence refers to assessing an object or conduct both positively and negatively.

Ambivalence goes through various aspects in life such as the contradiction between man and society, race and

sexuality, culture and class representing the deep psychological struggle in social reality.

Martinez and et.al (2005:3) add that ambivalence is not indifference or uncertainty about something. An am-
bivalent person has strong opinions about a subject and perhaps knows more about it than most experts, but still
feels conflicted. An uncertain person does not have enough information to form a rational opinion but may arrive
at one when provided with additional information. Indifference refers to a state of having neither positive nor

negative attitudes towards a subject.

Post-Colonial Studies and Ambivalence Theory

Post-colonialism theory is defined as that oppositional dynamic, the discourse of resistance to colonialism that
emerges at the onset of colonization. This does not mean after colonialism, as that would apply to the end of the
imperial process (Ashcroft et.al, 2002: 163). It means that colonialism is still working and the post-colonialism

theory is written in resistance to colonialism.

The political significance of colonialism was raised by Edward Said’s Orientalism (1978), which reveals how a col-
onized other is constructed and manipulated to legitimize colonialism. The Location of Culture (1994), by Homi
K. Bhabha, shows the theoretical foundation of post-colonialism. Bhabha’s core ideas can be summed up with the
four-word phrase: liminal, hybrid, mimicry, and ambivalent. They define how colonized people revolt against the
colonizer’s rule, which is not as secure as it seems. It underlines the current situation in a world of violently pro-
claimed cultural diversity and intricate globalization networks. Bhabha shows how colonial histories and cultures
perpetually interrupt the present, prompting us to rethink cross-cultural relations. Because dominant nations and

ideas are usually defined by anxiety, the dominated can strike back.

In postcolonial studies, critics like Bhabha have used ambivalence to explain the situation of the subaltern
subject, who is torn between the material benefits of colonization (e.g., jobs in colonial administration) and the
crushing weight of the loss of national sovereignty (Bhabha, 1994:53). Bhabha has used this term to describe the

mix of attraction and repulsion that characterized the relationship between the colonizers and the colonized.

In Bhabha’s theory, ambivalence leads to a controversial idea: since the colonial relationship is always ambiva-
lent, it creates the seeds of its destruction. This is controversial because it means that the colonial relationship will

be broken up, no matter what the colonized do to fight back or protest.
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Literature, which frequently doubles, is essential to Bhabha’s post-colonial perspective, which redefines the West
and reminds it of its colonial past. Bhabha’s methods are inspired by language in general, notably the premise that
language is not a simple means of communication. Culture is not imposed by the colonizer. The colonized popula-
tion can change the colonizers’ cultural meanings, just like any literature. Cultural meaning is negotiated between

the colonizer and the colonized (Huddart, 2006:2).

Bhabha’s work investigates how language shapes identities when the colonizers and the colonized communicate,
concluding that colonialism is characterized by a complex identity economy in which both depend on each other.
His work emphasizes and develops the agency of colonized people, whose participation in the resistance to colo-
nialism has frequently been underplayed when it does not meet our conventional notions of violent anti-colonial

opposition. Importantly, he offers a language model of this agency (ibid).

Atwood’s “The Handmaid’s Tale” is a post-colonial literary work that focuses on feminism and the role of women

in Gilead society (a proposed radical society).

“The Handmaid’s Tale”

This novel shows the perils that women face in a society where they have been devalued and where being a
woman is practically a crime. The tale depicts an unfair world in which women do not have equal rights. Women
are portrayed as mere tools for males to use to satisfy their own basic needs. Through the use of this law, males
have stripped women of all of the opportunities that would make life worth living. Women are forbidden in the
Republic of Gilead from engaging in intellectual pursuits like reading, writing, or even listening to music. This is

a privilege afforded solely to men. Love and romance, two of life’s simple pleasures, are also oft-limits to women.

In this novel, Offred is an example of this prohibition. Atwood shows the humiliation and fear of living in
a future dictatorship controlled by Christian fanatics by narrowing the story’s emphasis to one main character.
The heroine is one of several “handmaids” who are imprisoned in a compound prison-like for controlled sexual
intercourse with their “Commanders of the Faith” due to their “viable ovaries” Gilead, a church-state government,
allows unorthodox practices to address a reproductive crisis in the Caucasian population, citing Old Testament
polygamy as a source. As in Genesis, the Commander’s Wife oversees sex sessions, forcing the handmaid, who is
desexed and dehumanized, to partake. The handmaid’s worst fate is exile to the colonies, where women are treated

as slaves. The governmental policy in Gilead treats sex as a commodity for survival (Malak, 2001:3).
5.1 Critical Stylistics

Critical Stylistics (henceforth CS) was first introduced by Lesley Jeffries (2007) when she attempted to investigate
the dominant power in hegemonic discourses on the female body in society to determine whether these hegemonic

discourses successfully incorporate feminist ideologies.

According to Jeffries (2010), the way language embodies the world is entirely dependent on how the author depicts
what he/she sees in a linguistic form. For her, all texts have ideological foundations. She goes on to say that it is not
impossible to spell out the ideologies that a text constructs in an attempt for its readers to accept or reject it. She
uses the British National Party as an example of a far-right political group and how their ideologies are reflected
in their propaganda. Furthermore, such ideologies are clear for both proponents and opponents of such a text;

without implying that the two groups will be equally affected by the same text.

Yyy



=

X el GopaiaaliSil 3 ilinagS
In summary, CS is a method of finding the ideology in any text. It is concerned with investigating and revealing
hidden ideologies in texts and thus in discourse, by offering a set of analytical tools to uncover these hidden ideol-

ogies without the need to subjectively look for them in order to verify preconceived assumptions.
5.2 The Construction of Textual Meaning

Textual meaning can be distinguished from the core propositional meaning on the one hand and from contextual,

interpersonal meaning on the other.

The main idea of CS is clarifying the meaning that occurs between the systematic meaning of language (or what
Saussure called Langue) and the contextual meaning in use (or Parole as termed by Saussure). At the level of mean-
ing, the text or utterance will use language resources to present a particular view of the world (whether the real
world or the fictional world- as in the case of literature). Here, the analyst has to uncover what the text is doing and

how it is presenting the world view (Jeftries, 2014: 409).

Textual-conceptual functions are the main tools of CS. They reflect the fact that texts can create specific types of
meaning in a number of different ways as there is no single relationship between a linguistic form and its meaning
or function in the textual production of meaning. Jeftries (2014: 409) states that “the idea of textual-conceptual
functions, in general, is that they try to capture what a text is doing conceptually in presenting the world (or a
fictional world in the case of literature) in a particular way”. These functions explain how the linguistic system re-
sources are used to produce the conceptual meaning and this textual part of the process explains why this approach
is defined essentially as stylistic. For example, texts contain linguistic features used to name items in the text world
through a variety of naming mechanisms like nominalization or hypothesising about the world being presented in
certain ways through a variety of modal or other structures (ibid). Thus, any linguistic theory adopted to analyze

language demands, analysts, to study the meaning of texts first.
5.3 Textual-Conceptual Functions

Jeftries’ tools of analysis can be seen in the context of the ideational metafunction, i.e. they explain how language
creates views of the world. Textual-conceptual functions, as defined by Jefries, are “the different aspects of the text
world which the text produces” They include how the text’s producer names and describes things related to the
topic; how s/he creates the world of the text hypothetically or definitively; how s/he implies or assumes things; how
s/he prefers to present the events, actions, or states of beings to form the process of the text; and how the text’s
producer makes people or things opposite or equivalent in the text’s world. To answer the question ‘what is the text
doing? more textual-conceptual functions can be added and that is related to the emerging text world (Jeffries,

2014: 387).

Jeffries divides the tools into ten conceptual strategies to give the reader an idea about the kind of information each
category addresses. The researchers present only definitions of each strategy except for the one that is going to be

applied (naming and describing) to give the readers an overlook of the form of each one.
4.3.1 Naming and Describing

This tool illustrates how English texts designate the world, showcasing how authors and individuals select from
the language’s standard resources to convey a particular worldview. Jeffries (2010: 17) says that in the case of names,

the speaker/writer can use more than one reference to refer to the same thing.
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Jeffries (2014: 413) considers naming as the primary role of texts, she says that texts name and describe objects
in the world, whether they are animate, inanimate or abstract. This function can justify the choice of the text pro-

ducers to describe a “politically motivated producer of violence” as a terrorist or freedom fighter.
Naming can create ideological meaning in three ways:

The choice of noun —to indicate referent

Nominalization — to package up ideological content in the head noun itself

Noun modification — to determine the nature of the referent

1. Choice of noun

When a speaker comes into contact with speakers from different dialects, the choice of words s/he uses may

sometimes be influenced by the regional variations in which s/he grows up.

Another kind of choice in naming has a more obvious ideological potential. This choice is connected to words
with “pejorative or ameliorative connection”. This indicates that the speaker is not only making references to
something but it shows his/her opinion about that referent. For example, the facial expression’s evaluation differs

between using the word “smile” to give a neutral evaluation or using “leer” to give a negative meaning as in:
Someone gave you a smile.
Someone gave you a leer.
(Jeffries, 2010: 20)
2. Nominalization

Jeffries (2010: 25) identifies another element termed “nominalization” or “nominalized verbs” that is utilized for
packaging up ideological content in the head noun itself by using metaphorical mechanisms to turn a process into

a state.

The main role of the nominal elements is naming an event participant in a clause that commonly relates to a
person, place or thing, while the verb phrase describes the kind of process taking place between these participants

(ibid).

Naming can impact a text’s ideological content by organizing concepts to be updated or labelled in numerous
ways or by labelling an activity or process. Commercial and political texts use nominalization to confuse the pub-
lic and those in power. Reification, “transforming the processes and qualities into a qualifiable variable” (Fowler,
1991: 800), is another ideological possibility of nominalization. Jeffries (2010: 35) provides an example. He said,
“Ambition, imagination, drive, energy, determination, courage”. Finally, science specialists must use nominalization

to communicate. Nominalization conveys the truth, not an assumption.
3. Noun Modification

Jeffries (2010: 17) explains the construction of noun phrases consisting of a head noun (or not) by pre- or
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post-modifiers. In addition, adjectives are also categorized as attributive, pre-modifying as well and predicative

adjectives functioning as complements with intensive verbs:

The two accused brothers, who cannot be named for legal reasons, each face the same four charges.
(Yorkshire Post, 15.04.2009)

The underlined part of the sentence is a noun phrase in which brothers is the head noun. This word refers to
the two offenders by presenting their family relation. Choosing certain nouns in naming entities contributes to the

construction of their meaning (Richardson, 2007: 49).

5.3.2 Representing Actions, Events, and States

There are two transitivity notions to clarify this category. First, classical grammar distinguishes between verbs
that require an object (transitive), two objects (ditransitive), and no object (intransitive) (Greenbaum & Nelson,
2009: 15). According to Halliday (1985) and Simpson (1993), the second concept of transitivity entails categorizing
lexical verbs by the activity or state they depict (Jeffries, 2010: 40).

Transitivity realizes Halliday’s ideational function in a way that is straightforward to apply to literary and
non-literary texts. It reveals worldviews in texts/discourses via stylistics and critical linguistics. It also helps analyze
power dynamics by seeing “who is doing what to whom” (Fowler, 1991; Jeffries, 2010; Simpson, 1993). Transitivity
helps expose textual ideologies by studying syntactic devices (Coftey, 2013: 72).

5.3.3 Equating and Contrasting

English has a great number of synonyms compared to other languages due to its long history, lexical semanti-
cists still maintain that no two words have the same/identical meaning. A similar view exists with antonyms, where
language professionals (English speakers, dictionary makers, and teachers) assume that some pairs of lexical items

have a clear semantic link (Jeffries, 2010: 51).
5.3.4 Exemplifying and Enumerating

These two textual functions seem to be related and it is difficult to differentiate between them linguistically.
Consequently, the reader/hearer needs “pragmatic inferencing” to figure out which is relevant in a particular case.
The only distinction between them can be assumed that enumerating lists all the cases of a category, while exem-

plifying does not.

5.3.5 Prioritizing

Generally speaking, the speaker/writer puts the new and important information at the end of the sentence so
that the hearer/reader has the sense to look for the new and prominent information at the final position of a clause
(Jeffries, 2006:151).
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5.3.6 Implying and Assuming

The textual-conceptual function of implying and assuming is related to implicature in the field of pragmatics and

presuppositions and in the field of Semantics respectively.

It can be argued that the two textual functions, assuming and implying, are similar superficially but different
linguistically. Assuming is the presupposition which is easily defined and hard to deny and cannot be cancelled
even when negating the sentence, whereas implicature is hard to identify and can be cancelled by negating. As the
content and the context of the text change, the ideological effects of its presuppositions and implicatures change

accordingly.
5.3.7 Negating

Negating refers to a larger conceptual practice rather than just negating the verb; it can be defined as a generic
term with the capacity to generate, in the reader’s/hearer’s mind, a situation that contradicts the one confirmed in
the text. Consequently, negating provides the writer/speaker with a chance to produce a “hypothetical version of re-

ality” (unreal world) and the reader/hearer has to comprehend this “hypothetical situation” (Jeffries, 2010:106-107).

5.3.8 Hypothesizing

Hypothesizing is taking into account the hypothetical situations offered by modality. Modality reveals the text
producers’ viewpoints clearly, which may affect the recipients based on their perceived ideas of the producers.
Therefore, “authoritative” news organizations such as the BBC and The Times may reliably report the facts. Similar-
ly, doctors, teachers and politicians all have the credibility to offer plausible predictions about the future (Jefferies,

2010: 115).

5.3.9 Presenting Other’s Speech and Thoughts

Using persuasive powers of language to convey the ideas and perspectives of other people is another method of

presenting the world from a certain point of view (Jeffries, 2010:130).

The power of language to present the thoughts and words of other people is used to influence the producer’s

and recipients ideology.

Presentation of speech and thoughts (discourse presentation) was the main concern of stylisticians in studying
literary texts to show how a character’s speech and thoughts may interact with the narrator’s/author’s attitudes and

thoughts (Jeffries, 2015:396).
5.3.10 Presenting Time, Space and Society

This is the last textual-conceptual step in Jeffries’ CS framework. This function is useful for interpersonal
communication, i.e., face-to-face interaction, because its linguistic model is regarded in the space-time and social
dimensions of the real world through the use of deictic words and phrases of human language that refer to space

(here, there), or time (now, then), or social structure or human relationships in society (sir) (Jeffries, 2015:398).
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6.1. Data Analysis

Atwood’s “The Handmaid’s Tale” is an example of dystopia. It combines the power with sexuality. Power uses noth-
ing except the law of prohibition to address the issue of sexuality. The point is for sex to give up its own existence.

The threat of a penalty that amounts to a ban on sexual activity is the tool it uses to achieve this goal.

The critical stylistic analysis is concentrated on the use of the naming and describing strategy (the first strategy in
Jeftries’ categories) and the aim here is to show how the characters use this strategy to reflect their own psycholog-

ical state (i.e. ambivalence) towards a certain matter.

The naming and describing strategy is divided into three divisions:
The choice of the noun

Nominalization

Noun modification

Each one of these categories has its own linguistic form and ideological effect that the researchers show in their

analysis of certain extracts.
The researchers depend on their choice of extracts on the following criteria:
The importance of the event is reflected through the speech of the character.

The change in the ideas and beliefs of the characters leads to the change of the psychological condition of the

character.
The frequency of the category, which one is used more than the others.

Five extracts are analyzed to show the use of the choice of noun category, two extracts for the nominalization
and the noun modification categories. The reason behind the variety in the number of the chosen extracts is the

frequency of each category which is going to be presented later in this section.

6.1.1 The Choice of Noun

This category is widely used in the novel specifically when the characters want to describe a situation or a state
in a metaphorical way and this is shown in the following extracts. The aim is to present the use of this category
throughout the novel by shedding light on its ideological effects and the ambivalence occurrence in the language

of the characters.

EXTRACT 1: “There was old sex in the room and loneliness and expectation of something without a shape or a
name. I remember that yearning, for something that was always about to happen and was never the same as the

hands that were on us there and then, in the small of the back, or out back, ...”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: The extract starts with the dummy subject followed by the predicate consisting of the
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subject complement and prepositional phrases. The word something is an inanimate entity which is described here

as lacking of shape and name.

The Textual Meaning: The word something indicates a thing which is inanimate and does not have a shape or name
to be described. She uses such construction to give the interpretation of the future, future of the whole country or
area, which is vague and unclear. The aim of using this construction is not to make a reference of something but
rather to show the speaker’s opinion about that referent (future) which is supposed to be planned because natu-
rally, we have plans for our future. In the case of Offred, she does not expect a good and bright future or at least a

planned future, instead, she describes it as unclear, i.e., without a shape or name.

The ideological meaning of the choice of a noun is that the writer/ speaker gives his/her own opinion about the

referent.

A strong ambivalence is reflected here. The objective ambivalence is clear because the belief in building a new
country and society named Gilead is a general one. Because of the conflict between the slogans and ideas that
Gilead society calls for and the reality that those who had to join this society have faced, the negative ambivalence
appears and strengthens. Gilead society is calling for freedom and salvation from all old habits and beliefs that
led the old society to collapse and destroy the nation. Ambivalence here is a consequence of the conflict that has

emerged after Gilead’s powerful members take control of the society.

EXTRACT 2: “Does each of us have the same print, the same chair, the same white curtains, I wonder? Govern-

ment issue? Think of it as being in the army, said Aunt Lydia”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: the extract starts with an imperative verb and this gives an indication that the speaker is

someone with authority (Aunt Lydia).

The Textual Meaning is that Aunt Lydia convinces the handmaids that their rooms in the commanders’ houses are
just like a room in the army, honestly, Aunt Lydia trains the handmaids as soldiers because they are considered as
the hidden army that fight for the continuity of the Gilead generation. The character, Aunt Lydia, uses the noun
army in her description of the handmaid’s room. She shows the handmaids that they are members of the Gilead

army and their main aim is to create a new generation for the Gilead nation.

After Offred’s descriptions of her room in the Commander’s house, she remembers what Aunt Lydia told them.

Lydia’s words have two indications:
1. All the handmaids’ rooms look the same.

2. The handmaids’ rooms are not like any other rooms in that the windows cannot be opened and any tool that can
be used to commit suicide is not available (as Oftred mentions about the chandler). The rooms lack modernity and
comfort. Just the basic things are provided. Lydia’s speech shows the kind of life that these women have when they

move to the Commanders’ houses, just like in the army.

The conflict in Aunt Lydia’s speech leads to ambivalent feelings. Aunt Lydia’s statement indicates that the hand-

maids are not going to live a good life in the commanders’ houses as they are supposed to be. Instead, the opposite

happens, they are humiliated and treated as a vessel and if they fail to do their mission, they are going to go to the

colonies to serve and suffer till they die. This kind of treatment leads to create negative ambivalence. Being serving
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in the commanders” houses and doing the sacred mission, those women are supposed to be respected appreciating
their sacrifice of their bodies for the sake of the revolution of the Gilead society. The negative ambivalence is going

to be strengthened.

EXTRACT 3: “It isn’t running away they are afraid of. We wouldn’t get far. It’s those other escapes, the ones you

can open in yourself, given a cutting edge”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: the narrator uses the dummy it which is used to show the personal opinion about some-
thing or someone. This extract summarizes the reasons behind the simple decoration of the handmaid’s room
which is to avoid the handmaid’s reaction mainly committing suicide. Verbs are nominalized here (escapes and

cutting) and the use of the demonstratives and others.

The Textual Meaning: this extract shows the ways of escaping that Gilead guards are afraid of, not physical escape
but the escape from life, i.e. suicide. The textual-conceptual function is naming and describing namely choice of

noun by the word escapes and modification of noun by the use of the word cutting before the noun edge.

The first noun escapes is a choice of noun, the narrator chooses this noun as a metaphoric tool, the noun escape
has an abstract meaning because the narrator focuses on the other interpretation of this noun. Escaping is not just
running away from one place to another. Escape is a kind of running away from life to death by committing suicide
and this was usual among the handmaids this can be shown by the narrator’s second clause in which she explains

that the ones you can open in yourself.

The ideological effect of this strategy is to show the reader the other references to the word escape and to transfer

the reader from the usual understanding of this word to another one.

In this extract, the utilization of the pronouns “we” and “they” in this context can be seen as an embodiment of
Bhabha’s concept of self and other, which serves to illustrate the relationship between the native people (referred
to as “natives” or “aliens”) and the occupier’s force (the Gilead Government). The ambivalence here is unconscious
because the feelings are tuned to be the opposite. The depersonalization alienates is clear here, where the new
identity appears, i.e., the masters and natives, i.e., the females who turned to be slaves and unhuman (handmaids).
This concept is built on displacement and differentiation. The coercive power is used here, i.e., the violence power.
This is why we can see the conflicted nouns appear. It seems that colonizers (presented by the Gilead government)
have used their power to prevent the handmaids from getting their freedom and the handmaids are not able to take
their choice and kill themselves. They have not been allowed to use their brains, only their bodies. This misuse of
power leads to the appearance of ambivalence, and the negative feeling of committing suicide is understood. This
negative feeling leads to negative ambivalence. The contradiction between what Gilead society calls for and what

they do leads to a change in personal ideas and beliefs.

EXTRACT 4: “Where I am is not a prison but a privilege, as Aunt Lydia said, who was in love with either/or”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: This extract starts with the wh-word used as a relative pronoun to indicate the place of
Red Centre. The relative pronoun is followed by a subject and its predicate I am, the whole relative phrase func-
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tions as the subject of the main clause here. Where I am given the indication of the place where Offred and other
handmaids are trained, i.e, Red Centre. The relative phrase is followed by the predicate that consists of the copula

verb is and the subject complements a prison and a privilege.

The Textual Meaning: Aunt Lydia has used the nouns prison and privilege in the same clause not to compare
between them, but to convince the handmaids that their situation is not as bad as it is. Naming and describing
textual-conceptual function is used here, specifically the choice of noun. The character’s use of the nouns prison
and privilege is a diplomatic choice. Aunt Lydia shows the handmaids that the Red Centre is not a prison where
freedom is taken but they shall look at it as a privilege because they are prepared to perform a very holy role in
Gilead society which is giving birth and building a new generation of leaders. The choice of noun comes from Aunt

Lydia’s presupposition that the handmaids consider Red Centre as a jail not a place for training.

The ideological effect of naming and describing strategy is that these nouns have a great deal of information about

the Red Centre and how the handmaids shall think and feel about it.

If we look at the use of these two words prison and privilege and their psychological effect on the handmaids in
general and on Offred in specific, Aunt Lydia is convinced that the Red Centre is not a prison as anyone may think,
as the handmaids may think, but it is a privilege. The use of the word privilege gives the impression that those who
have been chosen to be handmaids and trained in the Red Centre are unique and blessed and their uniqueness
comes from their fertility. So, it is a privilege for them to have this higher rank in Gilead society. The aim behind
using these words is to encourage the handmaids to bear the treatment of the Aunts because they are preparing
them for something sacred. These words are enough to strengthen the positive ambivalence. According to Bhabha
(1994: 53), subaltern subjects are torn between the material benefits of colonization and the crushing weight of the
loss of national sovereignty. Here Aunts can be considered as colonizers because of the power they have and the
handmaids are the colonized. The colonized are lost because of the situation they are living in, i.e, being treated as

slaves using their bodies for the colonizers’ sake and their holy roles as interpreted by the Aunts.
EXTRACT 5: “Late Victorian, the house is, a family house, built for a large rich family”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: The extract starts with the subject Late Victorian and the substitute noun house, both
of the words have the same reference. The extract consists of two predicates, the first one is a copula verb is and
the subject complements a family house, while the second predicate consists of the intransitive verb build and the

prepositional phrase for a large rich family.

The Textual Meaning: This extract is full of scathing irony and satire. It serves as a microcosm of the text and taken
as a whole, embodies many of the novel’s main ideas and themes. The idea of family or the lack of one is the first
and perhaps most important thing in this extract. The dream of a perfect family is kept alive in Gilead. The com-
manders and wives of each family are seen as the best matriarchs (mothers) and patriarchs (fathers). The Hand-
maid’s Tale, on the other hand, shows how a substitute mother is seen as nothing more than an incubator. Focusing
on words like family, grandfather, and motherly in this text draws attention to a contradiction. Even though these
things are in the house and are used to describe it, they are obviously missing from both society and the house.
This shows that the text is meant to be funny. The choice of nouns, family, Late Victorian, grandfather, motherly,
and large rich family, are all used by Offred to reflect what Gilead members want to show others and themselves.

The reference to these nouns is abstract; there is no big family, no grandfather and no mother. These nouns are
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used ironically to show how the appearance contradicts the reality. The ideological effect of this strategy is to show
that these nouns lack their real reference. Offred uses these nouns to show the true scene of the commander’s life

not giving assumptions.

The contradiction between appearance and reality leads to ambivalent feelings. Offred feels depressed when de-
scribing the house which is decorated to be suitable for a big family but the reality is that few members live in it
without the presence of sons and daughters. The description of the house should strengthen the positive ambiva-
lence but reality strengthens the opposite one. The affected category of consequences is shown here. Offred’s feel-
ings and attitude about the place where she lives are contradictory. She believes that big families live in big houses,

but the opposite happens in Gilead society.

6.1.2 Nominalization

The character prefers to nominalize the verb to concentrate on another verb at the same time. The following ex-

tracts show the use of this category.
EXTRACT 1: “Thinking can hurt your chances, and I intend to last”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: The word thinking is a nominal word that is derived from the verb think. The linguistic

meaning is that thinking is the subject but not the doer of the action. The subject indicates that this is a process.

The Textual Meaning is the nominalizing of the verb because there is no need to mention the actor (who is Offred
here). The role of the actor is not important but the nominalized word and the proposition (action) that follows it
is more important. The use of nominalization is to concentrate on the action, not on the actor. The interpretation
of this sentence is that Gilead society has prevented women from thinking, they are not asked or allowed to think
and give their opinion (that is what we are going to focus on with more examples), and there is no need to use
their brains because society needs only their bodies. Females are not allowed to use their intelligence because they
are unable to make a decision, their main role is just to give birth for the commanders to build a new generation,

a generation that is pure from every sin was used to occur previously.

If we want to discuss the case of ambivalence, we can see that Offred (who used to be a journalist) is not allowed to
speak or think about anything. The negative ambivalence is clear here specifically when she says (I intend to last).
She obeys the orders and rules of Gilead commanders who have used their power to control even the thinking of
females. Offred decides to surround, she does not want to fight anymore, she only wants to survive. Power abuse

leads to her surrounding and accepting the fate that Gilead has designed for her as a handmaid.

EXTRACT 2: “Frowning, she tears out three tokens and hands them to me. Her face might be kind if she would

smile. But the frown isn’t personal: it’s the red dress she disapproves of and ...”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: The extract starts with an introductory phrase; the participle form is used to show the
character’s feelings about Offred. The introductory phrase is followed by the clause that describes the action which

happens after the frowning.
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The Textual Meaning: Serena’s reaction, frowning, is justified by Offred. Offred presupposes that Serena hates the
red colour and what it represents and she does not hate Offred herself. The colour reminds Serena of her disability
to procreate kids and she cannot fulfil a wife’s key material role. The naming and describing strategy is used again

namely nominalization frowning and the frown.

The ideological effect is to concentrate on the character’s reaction and feelings. Offred justifies this reaction and
changing the form of the word frowning from a participle to a definite noun phrase. The reason behind using the
verb frown as frowning is because she wants to use this verb as a noun, an introductory phrase to show Serena’s
impression when she meets her, so the reader will conclude the opinion of Serena about having another handmaid
in her house. The second use of the verb frown as the frown functioning as the subject of the sentence is to give the

reason behind this feeling and describe it.

The behavior category of the ambivalent consequence appears here. Body movement is clear because Serena shows
her reaction to reflect her attitude toward the handmaid of her house. Offred uses the coordinator before the frown
to justify Serena’s feelings by saying that Serena disgusts the colour not the handmaid herself. The subjective nega-

tive ambivalence shows the individual’s feeling about a certain matter, the red colour here.
6.1.3 Noun Modification

The following extracts represent samples of the noun modification category that is used by certain characters in
The Handmaid’s Tale. This category is used to give the noun a full description by using adjectives before the head
noun to describe it in a phrase. From the table above, the percentage of the use of this category throughout this

novel of this category is the lowest one.

EXTRACT 1: “I can see his clothes in my mind, bright as lithography or a full-colour advertisement, from an an-

cient magazine, though not his face, not so well”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: this extract contains a description of Oftred’s image of her husband. The underlined words
and phrases represent the object complementing of the object his clothes. They describe the state of the object,
i.e., the shape of Offred’s husband’s clothes. She imagines him and his shape and appearance after being separated

months ago.

The Textual-Meaning: the naming and describing strategy is used, specifically the noun modification. The character
describes how she imagines her husband now. She is trying to create a nice image of him to encourage herself to

resist more and give herself the hope that he will come back and save her.

The ideological effect of noun modification is to give a full description of the appearance of Offred’s husband. She
shows that her husband is still that person who looks strong and handsome just like a model in an ancient maga-
zine but still without a face. She tries to delete the ugly and sorrowful image that she has of him and his death in

front of her. She tries to run away from her present and imagines the future hoping to be united with her family.

Here, ambivalent feelings are reflected. Offred knows that her husband has been killed when they were trying to
pass the boundaries and ran away from the Gilead’s army but she tries to make herself believe that her husband is
still alive. We can see that she describes just his appearance without paying attention to his face and this is because

she cannot remember his face. The only memory that she has of his face is of the day he was killed and that image
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is ugly and unwanted because it makes her feel sad, empty and hopeless.

Ofired tries to reverse her negative ambivalence to a positive one, she tries to think positively so she keeps on her

life and bears her current life.

EXTRACT 2: “He is surrounded by a smell, his own, the smell of a cooped-up animal in a dirty cage. I imagine

him resting because I can’t bear to imagine him at any other time”
(Atwood, 1986)

The Linguistic Meaning: the extract is a description of the doctor’s smell as it is shown by the use of a cooped-up
animal in a dirty cage. This phrase is a complement describing the noun smell. If this phrase is transformed it can
be: the smell is a cooped-up animal in a dirty cage. The head noun is smell and the rest is the subject complement

of that noun.

The Textual Meaning: the noun modification category is used to describe how the doctor smells according to Of-
fred. Offred presents her opinion about the doctor who was examining her health situation. She does not like him
and his offering to help her to get pregnant. She modifies the kind of smell that comes from him and this is done

by using the indefinite article followed by the adjective cooped-up. This noun modification has two interpretations:

The doctor lives inside a place, which is probably the hospital where he works, and that place is so small and the

doctors are not allowed to leave it and live in their own houses.

Ofired feels that the doctor has this smell to indicate that his smell is just like his deeds, i.e., stinky and dirty be-
cause he has offered his illegal services to her without even being permitted by her. The doctor’s smell is a symbol

of illegal behavior.

The ideological effect of this category is that it gives the reader a full description of a certain noun by using only a

phrase that describes the whole situation.

The ambivalence is clear in this extract, the conflict between the doctor’s behavior and the ideal image that a doctor
has is reflected in Offred’s words. In this part of the novel, the doctor starts touching Offred while he is examining
her, instead of doing his usual work, he starts flattering her, getting benefits from his job from one side and the mis-
ery of the handmaids from another side. The doctor’s behavior leads to the negative ambivalence to be strengthened

because Offred feels humiliated and her body is the only advantage that all want to get and use.

Table (1) The Frequency of the Used Categories of Naming and Describing Strategy

Category Frequency Percentage
Choice of Noun 25 43%
Nominalization 18 31%

Noun Modification 15 26%
Total 58 100%

Naming and describing strategy is used in 58 extracts throughout the novel. The researchers have chosen only 9

extracts as examples of the use of this strategy to show the readers the reasons behind using each category.
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7. Findings and Discussions

From the percentages of the table above, the findings fulfil the main aim of the study which is analyzing the critical
stylistic strategy, namely naming and describing, and its categories to show the ideological effects and the way that
the linguistic devices are used to reflect ambivalence. It is clear that the characters in this novel intend to use the

choice of nouns more than the other two categories.

The findings also verify the hypotheses of the study. It has been found that the use of the choice of noun category
is more than the other categories because of its ideological effect and how it can be used to show ambivalent indi-
viduals and their use of language to reflect their feelings whether positive or negative. The choice of noun category
is (43%). The reason behind this frequency is the ideological effect that this category offers. The ideological effects
are either to show the other references of a certain noun and this reference depends on the situation in which
that noun is used. The speaker also uses this category for metaphorical reasons, to make a joke or to show his/her
opinion about something but that is done indirectly. The second category, nominalization has got (31%) and the

third category has got (26%).
8. Conclusions

Naming and describing are widely used in the chosen novel and this is the reason behind choosing this strategy
to be analyzed in this study. This strategy has three categories, each category has its representation. The speaker/
writer uses each one of them according to his/her needs to reflect their feelings and thoughts. Each one of them has

its ideological effects that differentiate it from the rest of the categories.

Any speaker/writer is elective when choosing a noun to express his/her feelings and thoughts. The noun does
not have only one reference; the reference varies from one situation to another and from one individual to another.
Through analyzing the extracts, the choice of a noun is very effective in describing the character’s contradictory

feelings, i.e., ambivalence.

Through the analysis, it has been realized that the use of the choice of noun category is used more than the

others because of the various ideological effects that this category gives to the language users.

Ambivalence is not only reflected through the behavior such as facial gestures or body movements. Language is

used to reflect ambivalence too by the use of linguistic devices.

The language used by ambivalent individuals is influenced by their societal context, hence reflecting this influ-
ence. The phenomenon of ambivalence, regardless of its polarity, is reinforced in accordance with contextual factors
and societal influences. The character of Offred exhibits ambivalence as a result of the challenges and adversities she
has encountered after her arrest by the Gilead society. These hardships include enduring torture and humiliation,
the loss of her partner, and the abduction of her young daughter. The individual in question attempts to assimilate
into the societal structure of Gilead, exhibiting a willingness to embrace her predetermined destiny. However, she
finds herself unable to suppress the yearning for the sense of liberation she had before the establishment of Gilead
and its regulatory framework. The presence of duality among the leaders and commanders in Gilead engenders a
heightened sense of ambivalence. On one hand, they espouse principles of freedom and justice, rejecting the pre-
existing societal norms. However, their actions contradict these professed ideals, as they subject women, including
their spouses, to humiliation. Moreover, they exploit natural resources for personal gain, suppress dissenting voices,

and actively resist revolutionary movements.

rre



\@p il yla 09iaad§Sl § ailinndyeS ()5S

I~
References

Ashcroft, B; Griffins, Gareth; and Tiffin, H. (eds). (2002). The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. London: Routledge.
Atwood, Margret. (1986). The Handmaid’s Tale. New York: Anchor Book.

Bhabha, Homi K. (1994). “Remembering Fanon: Self, Psyche and the Colonial Condition”. In Colonial Discourse
and Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader. By Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman (eds). London: Routledge.

Buchanan, Ian. (2018). A Dictionary of Critical Theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Coftey, L. (2013). “Innocent Until Proven Filthy: A Corpus-Based Critical Stylistic Analysis of Representations
of Men in Women’s Magazines” Doctoral Thesis. University of Huddersfield. Available at http://eprints.hud.
ac.uk//9274/

Eagly, A.H. and Chaiken, S. (1998). The Psychology of Attitudes. Orlando, FL: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College
Publishers.

Fowler, R. (1991). Language in News: Discourse and Ideology in the Press. London: Routledge.

Gardner, PL. (1987). Measuring Ambivalence to Science. Journal of Research in Science Teaching 24, (pp. 241-
247).

Greenbaum, S. and Nelson, G. (2009). An Introduction to English Grammar. Pearson/Longman.

Huddart, David. (2006). Homi K. Bhabha. London: Routledge.

Jeffries, Lesley. (2006). Discovering Language: The Structure of Modern English. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
. (2010).

Critical Stylistics: The Power of English. Palgrave Macmillan. UK.. (2014). Critical Stylistics. Michael Bruke (ed).
The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics. London, Routledge. (2015).

Language and Ideology. In Exploring Language and Linguistics. By Brabre, N.; Cummings, L.; and Morrish, G.
(eds).Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Malak, Amin. (2001). “Margret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and The Dystopian Tradition” In Modern Critical
Interpretations. By Bloom, Harold. Chelsea House Publishers: Philadelphia. (pp. 3-10)

Martinez, Michael D.; Craig, Stephen C.; and Kane, James G. (2005).

“Pros and Cons: Ambivalence and Public Opinion” In Ambivalence and Structure of Political Opinion. By Craig,

Stephen C. and Martinez, Michael D., New York: Plagrave Macmillan. (pp. 1-14).

Richardson, J.E. (2007). Analyzing Newspapers: An Approach from Critical Discourse Analysis. Basingstoke: Pal-

grave Macmillan.

Thompson, M.M; Zanna, M. P. and Griffin, D. W. (1995). The Conflicted Individual: Personality-Based and Do-

main-Specific Antecedents

Yvo



il 0ginal§SUl § (oailinndyeS (s)B5S

Ambivalent Social Attitudes. Journal of Personality, 62. (pp. 259-288).

Wegener, D.T; Downing, J; Krosnick, J.A. and Petty, R.E. (1995). “Measures and
Manipulations of Strength- Related Properties of Attitudes: Current
Practice and Future Directions”. In R.E. Petty & J. A. Kronisck (eds).
Attitude Strength: Antecedents and Consequences. (pp. 456-487).

Hillsdale NJ: Erlbaum.

Yy



311 - Gl )S el degSe>
olad) Caud! g Hlall @l 8039
ool Sl 9 Al ol Olulylld AOLius 31 dig!!

| it 31 ! gkl it il el

Yory Jo¥i geils (1Y) adalf

o
>

E-ISSN: 2790525-X

P-ISSN: 27905268

Copyright © Open access article with CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



